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those hungry souls? It is impossible. God
must do it. God must pour out His Holy
Spirit. God must help as he has promised
to do, and we His children must put our-
selves in a position to be helped so that we
can claim the blessing.

These people continually need strength
from the Lord. There has never been a day,
nay, not an hour, from the commence-
ment of this work upon the earth in these
last days that the Latter-day Saints have
been destitute of the counsel of heaven,
of the word of God, and of the guidance
of that Holy Spirit that God has prom-
ised to bestow upon His faithful children.
Having thus been led in the past it is still
essential that we be thus led in the future,
that we may live by every word that pro-
ceedeth from the mouth of God—not that
proceeded from His mouth 1,800 years
ago, but that proceeds from His mouth
today, in this year of our Lord 1883. And
we need it just as much today as we ever
did. We need the direct interposition of
God’s providence in our behalf, and we
need the assistance of His Holy Spirit; we
need His word, and His blessing, and His
power, and His direct intervention in our
behalf as much today as this Church did
fifty years ago, or as the Church did 1850
years ago. It is indispensably necessary for
our progress, for our advancement in the
things that pertain to righteousness, in the
knowledge of God, that we should be thus
assisted and upheld and inspired.

This great work with which we are
connected is becoming so extensive, is
spreading out in so many directions, that
it needs more of the manifestation of
God’s power and greater faith on the part
of the people to carry it forward in the
earth. It needs greater faith on the part
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of those who bear any portion of the
responsibility of the Priesthood of the
Son of God, because they have now to
act in capacities that heretofore they did
not act in. It seems only a little while
ago that we had but one Stake of Zion.
We had but one High Council, and the
Presidency of the Church presided over
that High Council. Every matter of mo-
ment, every case of importance, came
directly before the First Presidency of
the Church. In fact, affairs of the most
trifling importance—or at least that
which we would now consider of tri-
fling importance—had to be submitted
to them. Upon their shoulders rested
the responsibility of directing everything
connected with the work of God in its
minutest details. But this has changed.
Instead of one High Council, instead of
one Stake, there are at least twenty-five.
Instead of the First Presidency of the
Church presiding over High Councils,
there are Presidencies of these various
Stakes and upon them rest the responsi-
bilities which formerly rested upon the
First Presidency. There are stakes now
in Zion, the number of whose members
far exceeds the number of members in
the Church in those early days. For years
after we came to these valleys—or for
some time at least—the whole Church
in these mountains did not number as
many souls as are now comprised with-
in Salt Lake Stake. The responsibility,
therefore, is being divided. It rests upon
a great number of men, and as the people
increase, this responsibility becomes more
and more divided. It is an impossibility
now for the First Presidency to attend
to anything but general matters of busi-
ness, giving general instructions, and
they find themselves under the necessity
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