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store for it, and concerning which we

have indulged in so many glowing antic-

ipations upon any other principle than

this. We are told that intelligence is

the glory of God, and it certainly is the

glory of man. And with the obstacles

that have to be overcome, that confront

us every step in our progress, there must

be knowledge developed among this peo-

ple; there must be the highest attain-

ment and grade of intelligence devel-

oped among us. Upon no other princi-

ple can we stand. Upon no other prin-

ciple can we progress. Upon no other

principle can we accomplish the great

results that we have before us. It is

true we testify that God has restored the

everlasting Gospel in its primitive sim-

plicity, purity and power. We bear this

testimony; but the restoration of this

alone, in and of itself, will not accom-

plish that which we have before us, un-

less we avail ourselves of the advantages

which its restoration affords. We must

put in practice and carry out practically

in our lives its principles. We must be

a people who are not only hearers of

the word, but doers of it also. It will

not do for us to have a form of godli-

ness without the power thereof. We must

have the power of the work that God has

founded. We must put ourselves in a po-

sition to receive the blessings and advan-

tages connected with this work, and to

have these we must be a pure people—

pure in thought, pure in word, and pure

in action. God through us is founding a

new order of things in the earth. The

axe is laid at the root of the old tree, and

sooner or later it will be hewn down. The

restoration of the everlasting Gospel,

the restoration of the powers connected

therewith, of the gifts, of the bless-

ings, and especially of the union and the

peace that characterized it in ancient

days, is bound eventually to produce

wonderful results in the earth. Already

it is conceded that it is a marvelous work

and a wonder, just as the Prophet Isa-

iah said would be the case. This must

spread. From the nature of things it

must spread. It must continue to grow,

to increase. The more obstacles it has to

contend with the better its power is de-

veloped, the better its strength is exhib-

ited. I am thankful myself for the diffi-

culties we have had to contend with. I

am thankful that we have a hard path-

way to tread. I am thankful that we

have opposition of so serious a character.

Without this we could not be developed.

Without this we could not be thoroughly

tested, nor our principles be proved. It

is by such ordeals as these that man ex-

hibits his divine origin, and the qualities

that he inherits from his divine Father.

It is by such ordeals as these that sys-

tems are tried, and that principles ex-

hibit their force and power to mankind.

We are being tested as no other peo-

ple upon the face of the earth are being

tested. The principles that we have es-

poused and that we advocate are pass-

ing through such an ordeal as the prin-

ciples advocated by no other people are

subjected to. Every form of opposition is

brought to bear; every kind of influence

is set in motion, not even stopping at vi-

olence itself. If our principles withstand

all these shocks and assaults upon them

and endure, they will prove to the world

far better than our verbal testimony will

that they are of divine origin. If the or-

ganization of this Church cannot be bro-

ken up by the attacks of mobs, by the up-

rooting of the people, by the driving of

them forth into the wilderness, by the at-

tacks of townships, of cities, of counties,


