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been proved so far as we have gone.

There has been no lack about this

work. Its principles have withstood all

that has been brought against them.

They stand unshaken because they are

founded on eternal truth. The whole

clergy of the world may array themselves

against them, as they have to a certain

extent; they may endeavor to controvert

these principles, but they are founded

on truth and they cannot be overturned.

Not a single principle that has been de-

clared or been testified to by the Elders

of this Church from the beginning up

to the present time can be assailed suc-

cessfully by any religionist, nor by sci-

entific men, because they are impreg-

nable, having had their origin in God.

And so it is with everything connected

with this work. It has never taken a

step backward. It never will take a

step backward. There are no mistakes

to be corrected connected with it, ei-

ther with its doctrine, with its organi-

zation, or, with its movement. Who is

there—I speak to you, my brethren and

sisters, who have been connected with

this Church from the beginning—who is

there that can recall a single instance

of recantation of any of its principles?

Has there ever been a doctrine declared

by the authorities of this Church, as a

part of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, that

they have had to take back or modify?

Not one. Has there been anything in

the organization that has had to be per-

fected? No. The organization was as per-

fect in theory—being revealed of God—

50 years ago as it is today in practice, af-

ter years of experience, practically carry-

ing it out in these mountains. That con-

stitutes the strength of this work. It is

its infallibility. Not that man connected

with it is infallible, for he is fallible;

but the work itself, its principles, and ev-

erything connected with it, is infallible,

having a divine origin, being revealed of

God. It was a wonderful thing to state,

as was stated right at the outset of this

work, that it should be preached in ev-

ery land, that its doctrine should be pro-

claimed in every tongue throughout the

world, and that it should gather from

every nation under heaven, men and

women who should be numbered as its

converts. A remarkable feature, some-

thing unheard of, that the principles of

this religion when preached should have

the effect to gather out from every na-

tion, kindred, tongue and people those

who espoused them. Yet every word has

been fulfilled. Wherever the Elders of

this Church have gone they have gone

accompanied by that wonderful power,

the power of gathering the people to-

gether; not of one race, not of one lan-

guage, but people of every race and of

every language, showing the adaptabil-

ity of its principles to the people of the

frozen north as well as to those of the

torrid south. Wherever these principles

have been proclaimed they have gath-

ered out from the nations unto whom

they were proclaimed those who have es-

poused them, and as I have remarked

here before, there is no power short

of violence that can prevent these peo-

ple from thus coming together. It has

not been the inducement of the Elder;

it has not been by persuasion; it has

not been any influence of this charac-

ter that they have sought to wield over

the people that has gathered them to-

gether. They have come of their own ac-

cord. They have forsaken home, friends,

old associations, ancestral tombs, and

everything of this character that is cal-

culated to bind men to their native


