
comprehend the workings of the Priest-
hood; its legitimate authority, its scope and 
power; and yet by the light of the spirit it is 
easily comprehended, but not understand-
ing it men are easily deceived by seductive 
spirits that are abroad in the world. They 
are led to believe that something is wrong, 
and the next thing that transpires, they 
find themselves believing that they are cho-
sen specially to set things right. It is very 
unfortunate for a man to be taken in this 
snare; for be it understood by the Latter-
day Saints that as long as the servants of 
God are living pure lives, are honoring the 
Priesthood conferred upon them, and en-
deavoring to the best of their knowledge to 
magnify their offices and callings, to which 
they have been duly chosen by the voice of 
the people and the Priesthood, and sanc-
tioned by the approval of God, so long as 
the Lord has any communication to make 
to the children of men, or any instructions 
to impart to His Church, He will make 
such communication through the legally 
appointed channel of the Priesthood. He 
will never go outside of it, as long, at least, 
as the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints exists in its present form on the 
earth.

The Church of God has been organized, 
the kingdom of God has been established, 
and the Gospel has been restored to the earth  
for the last time; and this work which has 
fairly begun will never cease, but will con-
tinue to spread abroad and increase in the 
earth, and gather to its fold the righteous, 
the honest, the pure, the meek and the poor 
of the earth, until “the kingdom” shall be 
exalted to power and glory in the midst of  
the world; and it will reign triumphant  
when Babylon will be broken to pieces,  
and will fall to rise no more. These are the

promises that have been made to us. This 
fact is indicated by the revelations of God 
to man through ancient and modern 
prophets, and through angels that have 
visited the earth in this dispensation of the 
fullness of times.

It is not my business nor that of any 
other individual to rise up as a revela-
tor, as a prophet, as a seer, as an inspired 
man, to give revelation for the guid-
ance of the Church, or to assume to dic-
tate to the presiding authorities of the 
Church in any part of the world, much 
less in the midst of Zion, where the or-
ganizations of the Priesthood are about 
perfect, where everything is complete 
even to the organization of a branch. It 
is the right of individuals to be inspired 
and to receive manifestations of the 
Holy Spirit for their personal guidance, 
to strengthen their faith, and to encour-
age them in works of righteousness, in 
being faithful and observing and keep-
ing the commandments which God has 
given unto them; it is the privilege of 
every man and woman to receive rev-
elation to this end, but not further. The 
moment an individual rises up assuming 
the right to control and to dictate or to 
sit in judgment on his brethren, especially 
upon those who preside, he should be 
promptly checked, or discord, division 
and confusion would be the result. Every 
man and woman in this Church should 
know better than to yield to such a spir-
it; the moment that such a feeling pre- 
sents itself to them they should rebuke it, 
as it is in direct antagonism to the order 
of the Priesthood, and to the spirit and 
genius of this work. We can accept noth-
ing as authoritative but that which comes 
directly through the appointed  channel, 
the constituted organizations of the
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