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of the order and channel of the Priest-

hood, youmay set him down as an impos-

tor. God has not called you to go out to

the world to be taught, or to receive rev-

elations through apostates or strangers;

but He has called and ordained you and

sent you forth to teach and lead people in

the paths of righteousness and salvation.

It is the duty, therefore, of every

Latter-day Saint to seek for the spirit

of truth, and to desire with full pur-

poses of heart, and seek diligently for the

gifts of wisdom and understanding that

will lead and guide into all truth, that

will enable us to comprehend the pur-

poses of God, and this most perfect, most

harmonious organization which God has

instituted by His own wisdom in these

last days for the gathering of Israel, and

for the communication of all His pur-

poses as made known through His ser-

vants the Prophets. Men may become

dissatisfied one with another, they may

become dissatisfied towards the Presi-

dency, the Quorum of the Twelve, or

others, and may say in their hearts, "I

do not like such an one; I do not be-

lieve he is as good as he should be,

he has too many faults and weaknesses

and, therefore, I cannot and will not ac-

knowledge his authority, as I have not

faith in the man." Doubtless there are

those, too many perhaps, who feel that

way, but the trouble is, and that is the

worst of it, just because they have be-

come dissatisfied with the individual and

harbored feelings of bitterness in their

hearts against their brethren, they lose

sight of the designs of the Almighty; they

turn against the authority of the Holy

Priesthood; and through their blindness,

allow themselves to be led astray, and

at last turn away from the Church.

Now, how should it be? I will tell

you. In the first place every person

should know that the Gospel is true, as

this is everyone's privilege who is bap-

tized and receives the Holy Ghost. A

man may be grieved in his feelings be-

cause of some difficulty between him and

President Taylor, or Cannon or myself;

he may have feelings in his heart which

lead him to think that he could not sus-

tain us in his faith and prayers; but

if this should be the case, what is the

course for him to pursue? He should say

in his heart, "God has established His

kingdom, and His Priesthood is upon the

earth; and notwithstanding my dislike

for certain men, I know that the Gospel

is true, and that God is with His peo-

ple; and that if I will do my duty and

keep His commandments, the clouds will

roll by and the mists will disappear, the

spirit of the Lord will come more fully

to my relief, and by and by I will be

able to see—if I am in error, wherein I

erred, and then I will repent of it, for

I know that every wrong thing will yet

be made right." I think all men should

feel that way. A man may not have con-

fidence in his Bishop, or in one or both

of his Counselors; circumstances might

be such that according to his judgment

the Bishop or his Counselors might be in

the wrong, and his confidence in them,

whether right or wrong, would therefore

be destroyed; but because he may feel

so, would it be right or consistent in him

as an Elder in Israel, to set himself up

as the judge of the Bishop or his Coun-

selors and the whole Church? If one

were to get in a position of this kind he

would be like some others I have heard

of, John and David Whitmer, for in-

stance, two of the witnesses to the Book

of Mormon, and Wm. E. McClellan, and


