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ourselves. We must be sustained of God.

There is not one among you here to-

day could leave this place unless God

gave you power. We hardly realize these

things. In God we live; in Him we move

and from Him we have our being. And

He has gathered us together, for the pur-

pose of instructing us and preparing us

to do a work that He designs to accom-

plish in the interests of the living and of

the dead, in the interests of the whole

human family, that exist, or that ever

have existed upon the face of the earth.

He has gathered us here under the in-

fluence and auspices of the Gospel, that

we might, under His tuition and guid-

ance, and under the influence of the

Holy Priesthood that exists in the heav-

ens and on the earth, bring to pass all

things that have been spoken by the holy

Prophets since the world was. God is in-

terested in the whole of the human fam-

ily. He cannot take them all into the ce-

lestial kingdom, for they are not all pre-

pared to go there, and you cannot pre-

pare them and He cannot, because they

have to be governed by certain laws and

certain principles and certain feelings,

and if they are not governed by these

and will not be governed by a celestial

law, they are not prepared for a celes-

tial glory. There are some that may be

governed by a terrestrial law, and may

be prepared for a terrestrial glory, but

not for a celestial glory. Still, they are

God's children, and He is doing the best

by them He can. Many of you here

that have sons and daughters, do the

best by them you can. Some of them

you cannot do well by, because they will

not do right. Now, the Lord had more

sons than one. Lucifer rebelled. Adam

had more sons than one, and Lucifer

came down and operated upon one of

them, and Adam could not help him-

self. He had another son who feared

God, and was willing to be guided by the

laws of God. Because of this, Cain killed

his brother, the same as a great many

would like to kill us under the same in-

fluence and by the same spirit. Now, as

I have said, Adam could not help the ac-

tion of his son. Cain yielded obedience to

the spirit of the wicked one, and he be-

came a man that fostered every kind of

evil. He loved Satan more than he loved

God. He loved the works of darkness

more than he loved the light, and that

spirit has existed in the world through

all the ages that are past. It existed be-

fore the flood and it came down through

the flood. It existed among the ancient

inhabitants of this continent. It existed

among the sons of Lehi. And if you read

the Book of Mormon you will find the

same principles—one party in favor of

right, the other in favor of wrong; the one

in favor of obedience to the laws of God,

and the other in opposition to the laws

of God. The Scriptures say that it must

needs be that there be an opposition in

all things; and Jesus said it must needs

be that offenses come, but woe to them

by whom they come. This principle of

opposition was manifested in the heav-

ens. Satan was a personage there who

had peculiar ideas, very singular ideas.

He wanted to do the same as many men

want to do today—to take away the free

agency of man. Some men would like

to take away our free agency and tell us

how we must worship and what we must

worship. Because Satan wanted to de-

prive man of his free agency, he was cast

out of heaven and he came to the earth

to teach that principle, and it has pre-


