
they occupy. Joseph Smith never had 
many months of peace after he received 
the truth, and finally he was murdered in 
Carthage jail. I was with him on that occa-
sion, and therefore know a little about it. 
And as I told this young man whose life 
had been attempted in Georgia; said I, 
“Brother Alexander, they shot at you and 
didn’t hit you, but when they shot at me 
they hit me; so that you got off a little easi-
er than I did.” But all these personal things 
amount to but very little. It is the crowns, 
principalities, the powers, the thrones, the 
dominions, and the associations with the 
Gods that we are after, and we are here 
to prepare ourselves for these things. We 
are after eternal exaltation in the Celestial 
Kingdom of God. And we want to feel that 
this is the main object of existence, that 
this is why we were born, and that God 
has revealed Himself from the heavens, re-
stored the Holy Priesthood and gathered 
us together in order that we might form a 
nucleus through whom He could commu-
nicate His will; through whom He could 
accomplish His work upon the earth and 
introduce the Gospel of the Son of God to 
the nations of the earth and gather togeth-
er His elect from the four quarters of the 
globe; through whom He could introduce 
upon the earth the principles that exist in 
the heavens, that we might be taught to do 
the will of God on the earth as it is done 
in the heavens, that we might be a pure 
people, a virtuous people, a holy people, 
free from the vices and corruptions of the 
world, and that we might learn the laws of 
light, truth and intelligence from the foun-
tain of all intelligence, for we are told the 
glory of God is intelligence. This is why we 
have been gathered together. It is rather 
a singular thing to see a host of people

gathering here from all the nations of the 
earth. You cannot prevent people from 
gathering here. They are brought under 
the influence of the Gospel and they can-
not help themselves. They have to come.

Now, I will here relate a circumstance 
associated with the gathering, that took 
place in Liverpool, I suppose, about 43 
years ago. We had just been driven out 
of the State of Missouri, and were in the 
midst of very hard times. You sometimes 
think you have hard times now. Why, you 
do not know anything about it. They tell 
us they persecute us for polygamy now. 
What did they persecute us for when we 
had no polygamy? Yet we were driven from 
our homes, and many of our people—
some of them old revolutionary soldiers—
were shot down like dogs in many instan-
ces. We were driven from pillar to post, 
from one place to another, robbed, pillaged 
and despoiled of everything we had. There 
are many of the brethren and sisters here, 
I presume, who are acquainted with these 
things.

Well, the Twelve were told to go to 
the Far West, some 200 miles distant 
from Quincy, Illinois, where many of 
the Saints were then staying. We did 
not have railroads then whereby we 
could travel as we do now. We had to 
go with our teams, and we had to go 
among a people that would kill every-
one of us as quick as they would rattle-
snakes. We were told to go and lay 
the foundation stone of the Temple, 
and thus fulfill the revelation that had 
been given on the subject. Arrived at 
the spot we prayed and sang hymns.  
We had with us a man to lay the founda-
tion stone, the man that was appointed, 
by revelation for that work—Alphe-
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