SCOPE OF THE GOSPEL, ETC.

have made a covenant with God by sac-
rifice. They were to come from the east
and from the west, and from the north
and from the south. They were to be gath-
ered one of a city and two of a family,
and brought to Zion that they might be
taught and instructed in the principles of
eternal life. And I want to say that God
having gathered us together, and we hav-
ing entered into a covenant with Him, He
expects us to obey His law, and be gov-
erned by the principles He has revealed.
We are here to build up the Church of
God, the Zion of God, and the kingdom
of God, and to be on hand to do what-
ever God requires—first to purge ourselves
from all iniquity, from covetousness and
evil of every kind: to forsake sin of every
sort, cultivate the Spirit of God, and help
to build up His kingdom; to beautify
Zion and have pleasant habitations, and
pleasant gardens and orchards, until Zion
shall be the most beautiful place there is
on the earth. Already Zion is attracting
the attention of the people of the world.
I have all kinds of people calling on me—
Lords, Admirals, Senators, Members of
the House of Representatives, Members
of the Parliament of England, of the
Reichstag of Germany, and the Chamber
of Deputies of France—all classes come
and they say, “You have a most beautiful
place here!” Why, yes. And by and by
the kings of the earth will come to gaze
upon the glory of Zion, and we are here
to build it up under the instruction of
God our Heavenly Father. Zion shall yet
become the praise and the glory of the
whole earth, and, as I have said, kings and
princes shall come to gaze upon her glory,
and we shall be able to teach their senators
wisdom, and their philosophers intelli-
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gence; for we shall be all taught of God.
God has called upon us to do this work,
and He expects us to do it. We must
preach the Gospel, and we will preach it;
and if we have to meet with opposition
and with death staring us in the face, all
right. We are for God and His kingdom,
and for the principles of truth and righ-
teousness. We need not trouble ourselves
about the outside, for God will take care of
them and of us. He will say to the nations
of the earth—to this nation and to other
nations—as was said to the waves of the
mighty ocean: “Hitherto shalt thou come,
but no further: and here shall thy proud
waves be stayed.”

I will tell you a feeling I had some years
ago. I was over at Fillmore. From there
you can see right on to this desert. And I
thought—as I looked across this immense
valley—if there was only water there,
what a magnificent country that would
make! I remember I thought thousands
and tens of thousands could inhabit that
land if it only had water. I did not then
know the position of things. I have now
had an opportunity of visiting Deseret
and looking at the river, and am pleased
to find you have such an abundant supply
of water. An immense population could
be sustained with the amount you have.
I suppose the river shows its best now;
the water is high; but if that water could
be properly manipulated, it does seem to
me——provided you can conquer the min-
eral in the soil—that a vast amount of
land can be put under cultivation and an
immense population sustained. I am told
that you are troubled with saleratus in the
land, but I am also informed that you are
learning to conquer that by flooding the
land instead of making furrows for irri-
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