
gation. Already, in some places, where they 
have been troubled with saleratus they 
have the richest and most productive soils. 
Those lands which were not too much 
saturated with the mineral are in many 
instances the most fertile that we have in 
the Territory. You certainly have a fair op-
portunity for development; having a large 
area of land, which I am told is productive, 
and with the proper application of the wa-
ter, and a concentration of effort I can see 
no reason why this cannot be made a very 
flourishing, beautiful and populous place.

President Taylor next proceeded to 
counsel the Saints in regard to sundry local 
affairs. He appreciated the difficulties they 
had had to encounter in that region ow-
ing to the nature of the soil and the giving 
way of the dam on one or two occasions. 
He complimented them, however, on what 
they had been able to accomplish in spite 
of all difficulties, and counseled them to 
persevere, promising that their efforts to 
subdue and conquer the land would be 
blessed of the Lord. He also counseled 
them to come closer together. At present, 
it appeared to him, they were scattered 
over too much ground. It would be bet-
ter to get together and begin building a 
nice little town on each side of the river (if 
that suited them), than to be scattered as 
they are now. In this way the place could 
be made attractive. Good buildings of all

kinds could be erected. Trees could be 
planted in the streets. Gardens and or-
chards could also be planted in the various 
lots. And in this manner Deseret might be 
made a very desirable place.

He concluded as follows:
God bless you. God bless your lands, 

that they may be fruitful and that the 
labors of your hands may be blessed; and 
God bless the waters, that they may be 
nourishing and strengthening to your 
lands, and be pleasant to use for drinking 
and for culinary purposes; and God bless 
your gardens and your orchards—that 
is, when you get them—that fruitfulness 
may rest upon them; and God bless the 
President of your Stake and his counselors, 
and Brother Lyman and his brethren of the 
Twelve who labor among you from time 
to time; and God bless your Bishop here, 
and all the Bishops of this Stake and their 
counselors, that the Spirit of God may rest 
upon them, the spirit of truth and intel-
ligence, to enable them to carry out all 
things they desire in righteousness, that 
this land may be blessed of the Lord; and 
God bless your wives and your children 
and all the people, that salvation may flow 
unto them, and that they may walk in the 
paths of life; I ask my heavenly Father to 
seal upon you these blessings, in the name 
of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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