
In the last chapter of the Book of Reve-
lation are we not told that, “If any man 
shall add unto these things, God shall add 
unto him the plagues that are written in 
this book?” Yes; but we are also told that, 
“if any man shall take away the words of 
the book of this prophecy, God shall take 
away his part out of the book of life, and 
out of the holy city, and from the things 
which are written in this book.” The an-
gel merely told John what God told His 
servants in former times, that when He 
gave a revelation, man should not add to 
it. He told the same thing to Moses—
“Ye shall not add unto the word which I 
command you, neither shall ye diminish 
ought from it.” That is quite right. But 
man is prone to do that which is forbid-
den. When God  reveals anything, some-
one is sure to add to or take away from it, 
and try to “improve” it or make it void. 
Hence the angel told John that no man 
was to take away from the words of the 
book of this prophecy. What book? The 
book that John was writing—the Book of 
Revelation. It does not refer at all to the 
Bible. There was no such book as the Bible 
then. Those books that are now compiled 
in the Bible—and a great many more that 
are not there—were scattered abroad, and 
hundreds of years after that, they were 
hunted up and examined; those that we 
now have were selected from a great mass 
of manuscripts and compiled; others were 
thrown away as non-canonical. The canon 
of Scripture was not made up by John, 
but was made up in the way I have de-
scribed; and there is no intimation any-
where from God to man that He would 
give no more revelations; but the whole 
Bible from beginning to end proves the

contrary. We are told to fear God and 
work righteousness, and call upon His 
Holy name and He will be nigh to an-
swer, “Ask, and ye shall receive; seek, and 
ye shall find; knock, and the door shall be 
opened unto you; For everyone that seeketh 
findeth,” etc. That is the word of the Lord. 
It does not say that God would not give 
any more revelation; but it does say that 
man shall not add to that which God does 
give. In that very revelation we are told 
that an angel came to John and gave him 
a little book and told him to eat it. He ate 
the book as he was told. Then the angel 
said to him in explanation: “Thou must 
prophesy again before many people, and 
nations, and tongues, and kings.” If John 
was to prophesy to nations, and people, 
and before kings, would not that be the 
word of the Lord? Yes, just as much as that 
which he wrote in the book. So it does not 
follow that there was not to be any more 
revelation. The injunction is that man shall 
not add to or take from any revelation that 
God gives, and that has been a standing 
rule in all generations.

But if this passage in the last chapter 
of the Book of Revelation could be so 
construed as to make it appear that there 
was to be no more revelation, such a con-
struction would conflict with what we 
find in the 14th chapter of Revelation to 
the effect that an angel was to come “hav-
ing the everlasting gospel to preach unto 
them that dwell on the earth, and to ev-
ery nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 
people.” And if we turn back to the writ-
ings of the old prophets we find that they 
looked forward to the time in which you 
and I live; to the time when this work 
should be consummated; to the time when 
no one should need to say, “Know ye the
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