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fell. The Holy Ghost left the church.

The spirit of revelation departed from

the body and dissolution set in. Dark-

ness ensued. Apostasy prevailed. In one

of the homilies of the Church of Eng-

land it is declared that: "Clergy and laity,

men, women and children, of all ages,

sects and degrees of whole Christendom

(a most horrible and dreadful thing to

think) have at once been buried in the

most abominable idolatry, and that for

the space of 800 years or more." This was

because there had been no Holy Ghost in

the church, no revelation from heaven,

no real communion with the powers on

high. Instead of true worship there was

idolatry. People had gone into darkness,

and it had covered the earth—all na-

tions and sects and parties, "clergy and

laity, men, women and children of whole

Christendom." From that time to the

present, sect has multiplied upon sect,

and creed upon creed, but there has been

no uniting power. The Holy Ghost not

being in the church, the body has been

segregated, every part separating from

other parts, like the toes which Daniel

saw composed part of iron and part of

clay, the one refusing to mingle with the

other.

In this generation came forth a young

man bearing the testimony that the Lord

had sent an angel from heaven to reveal

the everlasting Gospel; and he bore tes-

timony that the angel had appeared to

him, and conversed with him in a heav-

enly vision. And he testified further that

a servant of God who had once lived upon

the earth, who was no less a person-

age than John the Baptist, had come to

him and ordained him and Oliver Cow-

dery to the lesser Priesthood; that he

had come as a forerunner of Christ, that

the way might be prepared for His sec-

ond advent. He still further testified that

Peter, James and John appeared to him

and ordained him to the same Priesthood

which they themselves held, namely, the

higher or Melchizedek Priesthood, com-

mitting unto him the Keys of the Apos-

tleship and of the dispensation of the

fullness of times, the dispensation when

all things are to be gathered together

in one, including the gathering of Is-

rael, and the bringing back of the lost

ten tribes, and the gathering of the elect

of God from the four quarters of the

earth, that they may be assembled in

holy places so that they may not be

moved when the judgments of the latter

days are poured out, and that they may

be prepared for the building up of the

latter-day kingdom. It was very easy for

the young man to say this, but what ev-

idence is there to substantiate the truth

of his assertion? The evidence is here.

This young man claimed to hold this di-

vine authority to preach the same Gospel

that Jesus preached, promising the same

testimony, the same signs and the same

power that attended the ministrations

of the servants of God in olden times.

Now, an impostor could bear testimony

that he received this communication, but

an impostor could not draw down the

Holy Ghost upon the people; an impostor

could not open the heavens; an impostor

could not cause these blessings and signs

to come, convincing believers of the di-

vinity of the work which he represented.

The facts are these: People be-

gan to believe in his testimony be-

cause they found that he taught the

same doctrines as those contained

in the Scriptures; some went forth

and were baptized. And upon all

that yielded obedience to the require-


