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long prayers that they might be heard

and seen of men, and not entering the

kingdom themselves, they will not suf-

fer those who would, to enter therein.

They have the same spirit in their hearts

that slew the prophets and put Christ

to death. When our Elders go out, in-

stead of meeting them with argument,

these men stir up the people to oppose

them by force. They have stirred up

Congress to pass inimical laws to op-

press the "Mormons," to deprive them

of the commonest rights of citizens, to

take their leaders and put them to death.

This is the spirit that has been arrayed

against this Church from the beginning.

Joseph Smith and Hyrum his brother,

were slain in Carthage jail. What for?

For the word of God and the testimony

of Jesus; because they taught the truth

as it came from God and claimed to have

divine authority, to have received power

from on high. They could not oppose

the testimony of these men by truth, nor

by Scripture, nor by argument, neither

could they overcome them by law. But

as the mob said that put these servants

of God to death: "The law cannot touch

them, but powder and ball shall." This

is the spirit by which the prophets of old

were put to death. This is the spirit by

which Christ was crucified on the cross.

This is the spirit by which Peter was cru-

cified head downward. This is the spirit

by which others were thrown unto wild

beasts and some were cast into caldrons

of boiling oil. And this is the spirit that

is exhibited in the latter times by some

who claim to be ministers of the Gospel.

The work of gathering has com-

menced, then. That is part of the

work of the dispensation of the full-

ness of times, the gathering of the

people of God in one. The Saints of God

will be gathered. The wicked may do

what they please. They may pass laws;

fulminate decrees; send circular letters

to the governments abroad to prevent

"Mormon" emigration; but as God lives

and rules and reigns on high, this is His

work and He will bring it about in His

own way and time and there is no power

on the earth that can thwart His pur-

poses. His people will come from the

east and gather from the west. The Lord

will say to the north, "Give up; and to

the south, Keep not back: bring my sons

from afar, and my daughters from the

ends of the earth." And they will gather

to Zion as the prophet foretold, and build

up temples to the living God, that His or-

dinances may be performed therein, and

that they may learn of His ways and

walk in His paths. Then the Gospel, as I

before remarked, will be preached to the

Jews. The way is now being prepared for

this. The work is moving on for the gath-

ering of the Jews to their own land that

they may build it up as it was in former

times; that the temple may be rebuilt

and the mosque of the Muslim which

now stands in its place may be moved out

of the way; that Jerusalem may be re-

built upon its original site; that the way

may be prepared for the coming of the

Messiah, who shall be seen in the midst

of those whose ancestors nailed him to

the cross, and who, when they see the

marks in His hands, shall say in answer

to their inquiries, "These are the wounds

with which I was wounded in the house

of my friends."

This is only a small part of the latter-

day work that is to be performed. We are

just in the beginning of it. The Gospel

has to be preached. The Saints must be


