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differ from every other people upon the
face of the earth. It may be said that the
Catholics take the same view that we do
about listening to the Priesthood. But then
the Catholics are not gathered together as
we are, and are not combined as we are,
and are not, therefore, in the opinion of
those who are opposed to us, so much a
menace to others as we are because of that
feature of their religion. Nevertheless,
though this doctrine is so distasteful, we
have to preach it. It is the burden of the
Lord upon us, and it would be woe to us
unless we did preach this very doctrine,
with all our zeal and all our power. I can
readily understand why this doctrine is so
much disliked, and why men find so much
fault with it; because if that peculiarity
were to disappear from among us, and we
ceased to listen to the voice of God, as we
believe it to be manifested, through those
whom He has chosen to be His servants,
this great latter-day work would amount to
nothing in the earth; it would soon melt
away and be like the sectarian systems from
whence these Latter-day Saints have been
gathered out.

God had a purpose in revealing the
Gospel in these days and in restoring
the everlasting Priesthood, and that was
to prepare the earth for the coming of
the Lord Jesus Christ. It is an impor-
tant work, to prepare the earth and the
inhabitants thereof for the coming of
the Lord Jesus Christ. Now, I think that
everyone who ever believed in Him, or
that ever believed in God, will admit that
when Jesus comes, everybody will listen
to Him, and will do as He requires; for
it is written that every knee shall bow
and every tongue shall confess that He
is the Lord. He will be accepted as
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the King of kings and Lord of lords, and
the ruler over the whole earth; and it is the
constant prayer of those who are most de-
voted upon the subject of religion that the
Lord Jesus may come and reign king over
the whole earth as He does in heaven; and,
of course, if He does that it will be expect-
ed that He will sway a scepter that will not
be disputed, and will exercise a dominion
that will not be questioned.

Now, the first announcement that was
made concerning this work of our God in
these last days was, that the object in its
restoration was for the purpose of prepar-
ing the way for the coming of the Son of
Man. That was the announcement that
was made. And when the Priesthood was
restored it was told to those to whom it
was restored that it should not be taken
away from the earth again until the sons
of Levi should offer an acceptable sacri-
fice unto the Lord; and they were also as-
sured that it never would be taken away
from the earth again, but that it should
continue until it accomplished all that
God designed for it. In the organiza-
tion of this people, in the settlement of
these valleys, in the framing of our first
provisional form of government, in the
enactment of our laws, in the build-
ing of our settlements, and in the pol-
ity that has distinguished this people
from their first settlement until now,
the wisdom of God manifested through
the Priesthood which He has restored to
the earth, has been plainly discernible.
Though these are civil matters, its influ-
ence, through the knowledge and power
which it possessed, has been most benefi-
cent. I think that if there is any people
upon the face of the earth who should
listen to the Priesthood and to the counsel
of God’s servants, it is the Latter-day
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