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Saints; and I think if there are any men

upon the face of the earth that can claim

loyalty from the people and allegiance

to the Priesthood, it is the men who

have borne it and who have exercised

its authority from the time we settled

these valleys until now. I think they can

do so with the best possible grace, for

the best of possible reasons; for when

ever their counsel has been listened to

it has always been attended with un-

questioned success, and when it has been

disobeyed it has always been followed

by disaster. The Latter-day Saints are

the witnesses of this themselves. We

can appeal to them with the utmost con-

fidence upon this point, because they

know, they have had experience; they

have tested these things for themselves,

and they know that these are not idle

statements; they know they are true

and well-founded; and that God has, in

His mercy and kindness, confirmed the

labors of His servants and the counsels

they have given by bestowing prosperity

and blessing upon all those who have ac-

cepted their counsels and have carried

them out in the spirit in which they have

been given. The Latter-day Saints them-

selves are living witnesses to this.

The men who followed President

Brigham Young and the Twelve Apos-

tles over whom he presided when they

left Nauvoo and came across to Iowa and

followed the Indian trails to the Mis-

souri River and built Winter Quarters,

and then in the spring of 1847, traversed

the plains, the untrodden—that is, to

them they were—wilds, of which they

knew nothing—people who followed him

and them to Salt Lake Valley, and laid

the foundation of Salt Lake City, they

have been the people who have been the

most blessed of God and most prospered;

they have prospered in their religion,

they have prospered in temporal things,

and they have been blessed with peace

all the day long; while the men who dis-

obeyed that counsel and concluded that

they had had enough of this work and

of following the counsels of the lead-

ing men of this Church, have had sor-

row and difficulty and have not pros-

pered. God confirmed the leadership

of these men by bestowing His blessing

upon them and upon those who followed

their counsels. He delivered them from

perils, He delivered them from Indians,

He delivered them from famine, He de-

livered them from pestilence, and pros-

perity attended their labors, and every

settlement that has been formed in these

mountains from the day Salt Lake Valley

was reached has been attended with sim-

ilar prosperity. The men who have gone

forward and listened to the counsels of

God's servants have been the men who

have been blessed; they have been the

men who have had influence, while the

men who have taken a different course

are the men who have not. Where is

there any apostates from this work that

have influence in the earth? A few have

had temporal prosperity. But is that all

prosperity consists of? Is that all suc-

cess consists of? To have a little of this

world's goods—and there are very few

of them that even have that. There is

something else. There is the blessing of

God; there is the peace of heaven; there

is the joy of the Holy Ghost; there are

the gifts and blessings that attend the

faithful servants and handmaidens of Je-

sus Christ, in addition to temporal pros-

perity, before which temporal prosper-

ity fades. I am speaking now of money

and that which perishes with money.

I have seen the richest people living


