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in the lowliest homes. Why? Because

they were rich in their feelings. I have

seen the richest men who were poorer

than the poorest of earth's sons. Why?

Because they did not have that rich feel-

ing. Such a feeling does not belong to

riches and earthly prosperity. It comes

from the blessing of God. In this re-

spect the Latter-day Saints may be said

to be the richest people on the face of the

earth. They are rich in that glorious feel-

ing that God gives. You may strip them,

as I have seen them stripped, of earthly

possessions, and turned loose in a wilder-

ness without a place of security and not

knowing where they would find a rest-

ing place, and yet they were as happy a

people as I ever saw in my life. Desti-

tute of many things that men and women

consider essential to earthly comfort, yet

they had that which is above price, and

which riches cannot bestow, namely, the

peace of heaven, the peace of God resting

down upon them. And they have been a

rich people from that day to the present.

If they have not glad hearts and cheerful

countenances it is their own fault. But

this is one of their characteristics. They

do have glad hearts and cheerful counte-

nances. Wherever you go you see them.

Theymay not have rich surroundings, an

abundance of this world's goods, elegant

houses, nor elegant furniture for their

houses; but when they have this spirit

they are happy and they are full of peace

and joy.

Those who have listened to the

counsels of God's servants have had

this blessing. But, as I have said,

where is the apostate, the man

that has denied his God, broken his

covenants, dissolved his connection

with the Church, turned his back upon

the people with whom he was for-

merly associated, that can lay claim to

this? It may be said that this is all

delusion; but if delusion brings happi-

ness, then delusion is a blessing. And

is it not better to know and feel as we

do respecting a future, to feel that there

is a future before us that is bright and

glorious, than it is to have our mind

a blank in regard to a future, to be

without hope, looking as it were into a

horizon that is darkened by the dens-

est clouds, which are impenetrable to our

gaze and beyond which we cannot see?

Certainly it is. Certainly it is better to

have this hope that God has given us.

We know that it is of God. But our en-

emies say it is a delusion; but if this

delusion brings peace and joy and hap-

piness and certainty, and all those feel-

ings that fill our soul with inexpressible

delight, why, then we are in a better con-

dition than those who are not thus de-

luded. But we know that we are not

deluded. We know that when a wife is

sealed to us by the authority of the holy

Priesthood, that that ordinance is bind-

ing as eternity if we are faithful. We

know that whenwe have children born to

us in the everlasting covenant and death

takes them away, we are comforted with

the assurance that though they be con-

signed to the silent tomb, we shall yet

have them in eternity. Thus the sting

of death is taken away, and the grave

has no victory. Death does not fill us

with gloom and apprehension and doubt

and uncertainty. We know as well as we

can know anything of that character that

when time ends we shall be united with

our children and dwell with them eter-

nally. We know also that when a man

buries his wife, the faithful partner of his

life, if she were married to him by the

holy Priesthood, he knows when he lays


