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her away in the grave that that is not

an eternal separation, but that they will

again be united. And so with the wife

when she lays away her faithful hus-

band, she knows as well as she knows

she lives that they will be united, and

that they will dwell together throughout

eternity, if she continues faithful to the

truth.

It is the Priesthood that has brought

unto us these blessings. There is not

a thing connected with our existence in

these valleys that I do not in my feel-

ings give credit for, under God, to the

Priesthood. Do we have peace in our

hearts? Do we have order in our settle-

ments? Do we have good order through-

out these mountains? Yes, we have, and

it is due to those men whom God has in-

spired to lead the people. This good or-

der is due to the Priesthood. We cannot

give any credit to anybody else, however

much we might be inclined to do so. We

have had Judges here; we have had Gov-

ernors here, some of them men of abil-

ity; but we cannot in honesty and truth

give them credit for any of the bless-

ings we enjoy. On the contrary many of

them have been our worst enemies, and

if they could have had the power they

would have destroyed our peace and in-

troduced strife and disorder and confu-

sion and war and bloodshed in our midst;

and that these things do not exist is due

to the Priesthood, and to the people also,

who have listened to their counsels and

been guided by them.

Now, it is our duty to honor our God,

and in honoring God we do not show dis-

honor to others. Because I feel in my

heart to honor the Priesthood that God

has restored to the earth, I do not there-

fore mean nor do I feel any sentiment

of dishonor towards anybody else. It

does not make me any the less a loyal

citizen or a true man because I do this;

not in the least. On the contrary, I am a

better citizen for this, because I am more

peaceful, I am more easily controlled,

I maintain good order, or endeavor to

do so. The influence, therefore, of the

Priesthood upon me, as upon all the rest

of the community, has not the effect to

make us disloyal to our trust, nor to

make us any worse citizens of the gov-

ernment of which we form a part. On the

contrary, there is no more loyal men to be

found within the confines of the Repub-

lic than are to be found in this Territory;

no men more true to the Constitution, or

who love it with more devotion, or who

are willing to make greater sacrifices for

it, than are to be found in this Territory,

and I think I am in a position to speak

understandingly.

I say there are no people who will do

more to maintain true republican gov-

ernment than the people who form the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints. I would shoulder my gun to

defend an Episcopalian against a mob,

and I would do the same to defend a

Methodist, or an infidel. I would do as

much to maintain the rights of all men

and all women under this form of govern-

ment as I would those of my own faith.

I would consider myself unworthy of my

position if I did not have that feeling,

and this is the feeling, I am sure, of this

entire people called Latter-day Saints.

They hate oppression, they hate it in ev-

ery form, and they will fight it as long as

it exists upon the face of the earth, un-

til it is stricken down, and until it ceases

to exist. They are bound to do that. The

principles of their religion compel them

to do it. To resist tyranny in a gover-

nor who may be sent here? Yes, if he


