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comes here and exercises unjust rule.

And the same with a Judge. Because

a man is sent here as a Governor or a

Judge does that make him a king, or give

him the authority to trample upon the

rights of his fellow citizens, or upon the

Constitution, and the laws of the land?

Not by any means. And are we dis-

loyal because we reject his claim to that

authority, and the claim of others who

band themselves together and say, "Oh,

you poor Mormons, you poor, miserable

wretches—you have no rights here?" No,

we are not. They may try to usurp this

authority, but they will always find us in

their path under the Constitution, and

under the laws; not by force of arms,

not by violence, not by lynch law, not by

mobocracy; but contending in the right

place and under the right circumstances

for those liberties that God has given to

every human being and especially guar-

anteed to us as free men who were born

free and who live under a free form of

government. Mobocracy, from the bot-

tom of our hearts, we hate every form

of it, and every form of violence. Where

men take the law in their own hands and

seek to redress their own wrongs, it is

abominable, and should be frowned upon

everywhere. Better for us to suffer any

number of wrongs than that we should

resort to violence. It would not be right

for us to do so, however just our cause

may be. We must maintain law and

good order, and we must frown down and

put down every form of mobocracy and

lynch law, and this disposition to execute

vengeance outside the pale of the law. It

is just as wrong for us to indulge in that

spirit as it was for the mobbers of Mis-

souri when they drove us from our homes

there, or those in Illinois when they

drove us from there. We should learn

a lesson from these things; we should

profit by this experience and stand up

steadily and maintain constantly the

rights of man, no matter who that man

might be. He may be our enemy; he may

be opposed to our principles; but that

should make no difference in our deter-

mination to execute justice and right.

Now, God has blessed us wonderfully

in this land since he led us here. I can

see a great improvement here in your

place. In fact I see this in all the settle-

ments. God is blessing this people. He

is causing them to increase, and He is

giving us a firmer foothold. I am glad

of it. I want to see this work increase,

because I love it, and because I love ev-

erything connected with it. It is not a

partisan feeling. It is not a selfish feel-

ing that a certain portion of people may

be blessed more than other people. I

do not believe that Latter-day Saints

entertain any such feeling. But I take

delight in this work. I consider every-

thing connected with the future growth

of the human family is connected with

the growth and development of this peo-

ple. I know this is saying a great deal,

but nevertheless it is true. And as God

lives the day will come that constitu-

tional government and the rights of man

will have to be maintained by the Latter-

day Saints, and that at a time when

there will be no other power upon this

land that will be able to make headway

against the tide of evil that will flood the

country. And it will be due to our orga-

nization that we shall be able to stem it.

God has given us an organization that

is magnificent, as our enemies freely ad-

mit. We are a consolidated power. And

when anarchy reigns, as it will do, for

it is coming, and every man that opens

his eyes to see the evils that abound—

if he does not persistently resist


