
the truth—must have a secret dread of it 
in his heart; when that comes, there will 
be no power upon this continent that will 
be able to stem it, except the organiza-
tion which God has given to us. We have 
shown our capacity for self-government 
ever since we came here, from the very fact 
that we had no government except that 
which we framed. We had to form our 
own government and make our own laws. 
We have had Governors who have fought 
our laws even when our Legislature has 
enacted them unanimously. So that that 
which we have today in the shape of good 
government is due to ourselves, under 
God. It is due in Beaver to the Latter-day 
Saints under God. If we have maintained 
order and resisted anarchy in Salt Lake 
City, it is because of this man [President 
Taylor] and the man that preceded him 
in his office, controlling and guiding the 
people all the day long; to them, under 
God, the credit is due. So it may be said 
with reference to our entire Territory. We 
have shown our capacity in the midst of 
all the obstacles that have been thrown in 
our way, and in the face of all the attacks 
that have been made upon us in various 
forms and from various quarters—we have 
been able to withstand these and maintain 
good government. That power we still 
retain. We are gaining experience day by 
day. God is training us in this way. We 
are receiving a training such as no other 
people receive. Men are being made states-
men in spite of themselves. Such men as 
John R. Murdock, and others around 
him, have been compelled to learn these 
things. So with others. They have had to 
acquire a knowledge of practical states-
manship, that they might preserve the lib-
erties of this people. And God has given us

the necessary wisdom to do it. I thank 
Him for it. He has given us this wisdom, 
and he will continue to bless us in this way. 
And the day will come when we will ex-
ercise this authority in a far wider sphere 
than in this limited Territory. The same 
wisdom that has maintained the organiza-
tion of this people, and that enables us to 
withstand attacks that would swamp any 
other people, will enable us to act in a far 
more extended sphere.

We have had conspiracies against our 
liberties from every quarter; we have had 
conspiracies of every conceivable character; 
you cannot conceive of anything scarcely 
in the shape of conspiracy that has not 
been formed against us, and yet we live and 
are a free people today. In many respects 
there are no freer people in the United 
States than we are. But our enemies do 
not deserve any credit for it. To God the 
credit is due, and He gets it, I believe, from 
all the Saints. But He has given the men 
whom He has chosen the wisdom to gov-
ern and control this people, and to point 
out the path of safety. And I predict that 
we will be just as prosperous in the future 
as we have been in the past, and more so. 
God will always prepare a way of escape for 
His people. Even if everything should be 
as dark as it was fourteen or fifteen months 
ago, when it seemed as though the whole 
heavens were covered with the blackest 
clouds, with no ray of light to break the 
darkness, and when it seemed as though 
overwhelming destruction was about to 
come upon us—even under those circum-
stances God will prepare a way of escape, 
He will open out the path and make it 
plain, and we will emerge from the diffi
culty stronger than we were before, and  
be full of additional thanksgiving unto
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