
THE WORK OF GOD. 227

THE WORK OF GOD—THE EVENTS OF THE
TIMES—GATHERING—TEMPLE ORDINANCES—THE
OBJECT OF MARRIAGE—PLURAL MARRIAGE—A
TERRIBLE LESSON—LAWS OF GOD MUST BE

ENFORCED—THE PRIESTHOOD—PARTIES, CLIQUES,
RINGS, MURMURERS—GOD IS ON THE SIDE OF ISRAEL.

DISCOURSES BY PRESIDENT JOHN TAYLOR ON A RECENT TRIP TO BEAR LAKE,

DELIVERED IN THE VARIOUS SETTLEMENTS AROUND BEAR LAKE.

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

We are occupying a position which is

different from that of any other people

upon the face of the whole earth. We

have a great work to perform, and there

are duties and responsibilities resting

upon us that rest upon no other people.

There is no man living or that has lived

that could have organized and set in or-

der the work in which we are engaged.

There are no men living, unaided by the

Almighty, who are able to carry out this

work to its consummation. All that have

operated in it have had to trust in the

living God for instruction, guidance and

support, and all that will hereafter oper-

ate in it or that are operating in it now

will have to trust to the same source.

This work is one which is associated with

the purposes and designs of God which

He contemplated and planned from be-

fore the foundation of the world. The day

in which we live has been spoken and

prophesied of by all the Prophets that

have existed since the world was, and it

is in the Scriptures emphatically denom-

inated "the dispensation of the fulness of

times," wherein God will gather together

all things in one, whether they be things

on the earth or things in the heav-

ens. Neither Joseph Smith, nor Hyrum

Smith, nor Sidney Rigdon, nor Brigham

Young, nor myself, nor anybody asso-

ciated with the Church at the present

time, have had anything to do with the

origination of these things. This work

was commenced by the Almighty; it has

been carried on by Him, and sustained

by His power, and if it is ever consum-

mated it will be by the power, and di-

rection and sustenance of the Lord Jeho-

vah, of Jesus, the Mediator of the new

covenant, and then through the medium

of the Priesthood here upon the earth.

These things originated in the heavens,

in the councils of the Gods; and the

organization of the Priesthood and the

power thereof, and everything pertain-

ing thereto, has been committed from the

heavens through Joseph Smith, princi-

pally, and through others who have been

associated with him in this great work.

The times in which we live are

pregnant with great events, and

there will things come to pass that


