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will affect all people—wars and rumors
of wars, pestilence, earthquakes, the
waves of the sea lifting themselves be-
yond their bounds; these and other judg-
ments will go forth among the nations
of the earth until, as the Scriptures say,
it will be a vexation to hear the report
thereof. I would simply remark, how-
ever, in relation to these things, that
they are the decrees of the Almighty.
They are not anything which has origi-
nated with us. We find them referred to
in the Holy Bible, the record of the Jews;
we find them referred to in the Book
of Mormon, the record of the Nephites,
and also in the revelations given unto
us from the Lord through the Prophet
Joseph Smith; and there are many now
living that know that these events will
transpire by things that have been man-
ifested unto them.

Associated with this great work of
God is the principle of gathering, and
the labor of building temples. We have
been gathered from the different na-
tions of the earth to the land of Zion
that we might be taught of God, and
be subject to the will of God, the word
of God, and the law of God. A tem-
ple was built in Kirtland, Ohio, at a
very early stage in the history of the
Church, in the year 1836, or six years
after the organization of the Church.
Some of the ordinances of God's house
were revealed and practiced therein, and
many revelations, visions, and great
manifestations of the power of God were
given unto the people. Afterwards there
was a temple built at Nauvoo, wherein
further developments were made, and
other and more advanced ordinances
were revealed and administered. It
was by a great struggle and indomitable
energy that these things could be
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accomplished at all. Previous to the
completion of the latter temple, Joseph
and Hyrum were killed. But finally the
temple was finished and dedicated to
God, and a great many principles that
had been revealed to Joseph Smith—
and which he communicated to the lead-
ing authorities of the Church previous
to his death—were there carried out
and administered in by the Holy Priest-
hood. We are now building other tem-
ples. There is one that was completed
several years ago in St. George, and
many thousands of people have been ad-
ministered to and for in that temple, per-
taining both to the living and the dead.
We have another temple in Logan, also
another in Manti, both of which are pro-
gressing very favorably, as well as the
one in Salt Lake City. Now, in regard to
the use of these temples, neither we nor
anybody else living had any idea until it
was revealed to us from God—just the
same as the first principles of the Gospel,
were revealed, for they were nowhere to
be found on the earth. Joseph Smith
said to the Twelve in my hearing prior
to their departure for Great Britain, "If
you come across a people who have even
the first principles of the Gospel of Christ
correctly you need not baptize them, for
the possession of those principles will be
a sign that they have some portion of the
Holy Priesthood." And to this the Apos-
tle John bears testimony when he says,
"Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth
not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not
God. He that abideth in the doctrine
of Christ, he hath both the Father and
the Son." But I never found anybody—
and I have traveled many thousands of
miles—who had even the first princi-
ples of the Gospel correctly, nor did any



