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you my servant Joseph, that inasmuch

as you have inquired of my hand to know

and understand wherein I, the Lord,

justified my servants Abraham, Isaac,

and Jacob, as also Moses, David and

Solomon, my servants, as touching the

principle and doctrine of their having

many wives and concubines—"

"Behold, and lo, I am the Lord thy

God, and will answer thee as touching

this matter.

"Therefore, prepare thy heart to re-

ceive and obey the instructions which I

am about to give unto you; for all those

who have this law revealed unto them

must obey the same."

This you will see is strictly in accor-

dance with what I have told you Joseph

Smith told the Twelve—that if this law

was not practiced, if they would not enter

into this covenant, then the kingdom of

God could not go one step further. Now,

we did not feel like preventing the king-

dom of God from going forward. We pro-

fessed to be the Apostles of the Lord, and

did not feel like putting ourselves in a po-

sition to retard the progress of the king-

dom of God. The revelation, as you have

heard, says that, "all those who have this

law revealed unto them must obey the

same." Now, that is not my word. I did

not make it. It was the Prophet of God

who revealed that to us in Nauvoo, and

I bear witness of this solemn fact before

God, that He did reveal this sacred prin-

ciple to me and others of the Twelve, and

in this revelation it is stated that it is the

will and law of God that "all those who

have this law revealed unto them must

obey the same." And the revelation fur-

ther says:

"For behold, I reveal unto you a

new and everlasting covenant; and

if ye abide not that covenant, then are

ye damned." Think of that, will you. For

it is further said: "no one can reject this

covenant and be permitted to enter into

my glory."

There are many people who try to

excuse themselves in this matter and

who essay to do as they please, but as

the Lord God liveth, He will not excuse

them. He expects those who profess to

be his people to carry out that law. The

revelation continues to say:

"For all who will have a blessing at

my hands shall abide the law which was

appointed for that blessing, and the con-

ditions thereof, as were instituted from

before the foundation of the world."

"And as pertaining to the new and ev-

erlasting covenant, it was instituted for

the fullness of my glory; and he that re-

ceiveth a fullness thereof must and shall

abide the law, or he shall be damned,

saith the Lord God."

I thought I would have a little of

this revelation read. The whole reve-

lation is quite lengthy. But it goes to

say that all covenants heretofore entered

into amount to nothing, and that they

will be of no benefit to people beyond the

grave.

Now, as I have already said, the rea-

son was very obvious why a law of this

kind should be had. As a people we pro-

fessed to be Latter-day Saints. We pro-

fessed to be governed by the word, and

will, and law of God. We had a religion

that might do to live by, but we had none

to die by. But this was a principle that

God had revealed unto us, and it must

be obeyed. I had always entertained

strict ideas of virtue, and I felt as a mar-

ried man that this was to me, outside of

this principle, an appalling thing to do.


