THE WORK OF GOD, ETC.

The idea of my going and asking a young
lady to be married to me, when I had al-
ready a wife! It was a thing calculated to
stir up feelings from the innermost depth
of the human soul. I had always enter-
tained the strictest regard for chastity. I
had never in my life seen the time when
I have known man deceiving a woman—
and it is often done in the world, where
notwithstanding the crime, the man is
received into society, and the poor wom-
an is looked upon as a pariah and an out-
cast—I have always looked upon such a
thing as infamous, and upon such a man
as a villain, and I hold today the same
ideas. Hence, with the feelings I had en-
tertained, nothing but a knowledge of
God, and the revelations of God, and
the truth of them, could have induced
me to embrace such a principle as this.
We seemed to put off, as far as we could,
what might be termed the evil day. Some
time after these things were made known
to us, I was riding out of Nauvoo on
horseback, and met Joseph Smith coming
in, he, too, being on horseback. Some of
you who were acquainted with Nauvoo,
know where the graveyard was. We met
upon the road going on to the hill there.
I bowed to Brother Joseph, and having
done the same to me he said; “Stop;”
and he looked at me very intently.
“Look here,” said he, “those things
that have been spoken of must be ful-
filled, and if they are not entered into
right away, the keys will be turned.”
Well, what did I do? Did I feel to
stand in the way of this great, eternal
principle, and treat lightly the things of
God? No. I replied: “Brother Joseph, I
will try and carry these things out,” and I
afterwards did, and I have done it more
times than once; but then I have never
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broken a law of the United States in doing
so, and I am at their defiance to prove to
the contrary.

I have related this to show why these
eternal covenants are entered into; and
that man among you who would seck to
pervert these things and teach them to
others and seek to frustrate the designs of
God in regard to them, I tell you God will
lay His hand upon him unless he repents,
and speedily takes another course. I don’t
know when I have talked so plainly as I
have done today; but these are the feelings
of my heart and they are true. It is for us
to magnify our callings and not to tamper
with the things of God. We must sustain
and maintain the principles that God has
committed to us inviolate. And about
this nation and its ideas and feelings, we
ask very little of unreasonable men who
are not acquainted with the principles of
which they speak. This nation will have
enough to do by and by without trou-
bling itself about us. It is for us to learn
the ways of God and to place ourselves in
subjection to His law. And then it is not
enough for men to be married to wives
and be sealed according to the order of
God, they must treat them aright when
they have them; they must treat them
as they would treat angels of God; they
must be full of kindness and mercy and
long-suffering; they must provide for
them and make them happy and com-
fortable, and take care of the families
they have by them, and in this way gain
the favor of God, and the respect of all
honorable men. The laws of heaven must
not be violated. We must keep sacred
the holy covenants we have entered into.
I will here relate a circumstance that
came under my notice a short time ago,
which will serve to show the terrible
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