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before the God of heaven—and so will all
men—for the course I pursue in this life.

There is one very peculiar feature
with regard to the followers of Jesus
Christ, or those that have attempted in
other dispensations to obey the law of
heaven, and that is, their unpopular-
ity in the world from the days of Fa-
ther Adam to the present time. Trace
it through from the beginning, and you
will find that men who were inspired by
Almighty God to go forth and proclaim
any message to the inhabitants of the
earth, have been most unpopular in their
day and generation. You will find it has
been so in the whole history of the world.
You may go back, for instance, to the
days of Noah. Noah was a preacher of
righteousness. He was called of God. He
was warned of God, and told what to do
to save himself and family. The world
had become terribly corrupt, and it was
necessary that the people be called upon
to repent. To this end God Almighty
raised up a prophet. That prophet was
Noah. He went forth as he was com-
manded and preached the Gospel of Je-
sus Christ in its purity and truth. He
was commanded to build an ark on dry
land. The people laughed at him and
would not believe his testimony. For one
hundred and twenty years he warned the
inhabitants of the earth of the coming
flood; but all that he could save were the
members of his own family, some eight
souls. The flood came, and all the inhab-
itants of the earth, save those who had
entered the ark, were drowned. Their
spirits were shut up in prison in the
spirit world, and they remained there
until after the death of Jesus Christ; and
while His body lay in the tomb three and
a half days He went and preached to
those spirits in prison, where they had
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been shut up for thousands of years.

As it was with Noah so it was with
other Prophets who lived in ancient
days. You may trace the history of
Daniel, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Isaiah, and
the rest down to the days of Jesus Christ,
and you find they were all unpopular
in their day and generation. In conse-
quence of the wickedness that prevailed
in the world, those Prophets were moved
upon to prophesy concerning the de-
struction of Babylon the great, Ninevah,
Tyre, and many other ancient cities; they
declared the word of the Lord to the in-
habitants of these cities, but their tes-
timony was not believed; and because
of their unpopularity, the Prophets were
put to death. Nevertheless, not one jot
or tittle of their predictions fell to the
ground unfulfilled.

Then, again, you come along down
to the days of Jesus Christ. You trace
His life from His birth in a stable to the
tomb. Was ever a man on the earth—a
good man like the Savior—so persecuted,
opposed, ridiculed and derided as He was
by the Jews, Pharisees, Sadducees, and
the different sects of that day? No mat-
ter what He did it was attributed to him
for evil. If He cast out devils it was at-
tributed to the power of Beelzebub. If
He restored the blind to sight, they were
ready to cry out, "You give God the glory,
this man is a sinner." And so in all His
works was He opposed, persecuted and
derided. And His Apostles shared the
same fate. Every soul of them—with the
exception of John—had to lay down their
lives and seal their testimony with their
blood. Some were beheaded, some were
sawn asunder. Even in the case of John
they sought his life, but it was decreed



