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such an amount of prejudice that they

will not allow their senses to be con-

vinced of the truth. Hence they go away

as prejudiced as when they came. Nev-

ertheless, when men come with their

minds divested of prejudice, who can see

and are disposed to see, and are liberal-

minded enough to look at things in their

true light, they do in a measure get cor-

rect views and ideas in relation to us. A

few such men have come to Utah, and

gone away enlightened, and have told

the truth to the world. But notwith-

standing they tell the truth they are gen-

erally disbelieved as we are when we tell

it. We would naturally suppose that a

man like Judge Black, who on legal mat-

ters was an authority in the world, would

be believed; but the moment that man,

with all his talent and prestige, stood

up in the halls of Congress and under-

took to reason upon the constitutional

rights of the people called Latter-day

Saints, he was denounced and the sound-

ness of his conclusions questioned by

judges, lawyers and statesmen. He was

held up to ridicule because he dared to

discourse upon the constitutional rights

of the people called Latter-day Saints.

And it has been so with everybody else

that has dared to speak a word in fa-

vor of the people of God having their

rights. It was so with those who dared

to speak in favor of the Son of God and

His disciples. Those who dared to do so

were considered unworthy of being be-

lieved on oath; their testimony could not

be received; they were partial. And it

has become so in relation to this peo-

ple. Let any man lift up his voice in

the defense of the people of God, and

he will at once be denounced by a cer-

tain influential class and his influence

among that class of people who seem

bent upon persecuting the Latter-day

Saints will wane, no matter how much

they may have honored his counsels

prior to that.

Will this continue to be the case? Yes,

more and more; for as we increase in

union, in faith, intelligence, and in po-

litical and religious influence, the ha-

tred of the wicked will increase against

us. Then will the heathen rage and the

wicked imagine a vain thing; and their

efforts to destroy us will proportionately

increase. But will they succeed? Will

they accomplish their desires? Just in

proportion as they have done it hith-

erto, and no more. When they drove the

Latter-day Saints out of Missouri, and

had the Prophet and his companions con-

fined in Liberty Jail, the world rejoiced

in the belief that the backbone of "Mor-

monism" was broken. But they had reck-

oned without their host. They had not

based their calculations upon the facts.

The sequel proves that they had com-

mitted a grand mistake. Notwithstand-

ing that General Clark, on the square in

Far West, said to Joseph and his com-

panions, that their doom was sealed and

their die was cast, they were reckoning

without their host. They had not cal-

culated upon the power of God in these

matters. They simply thought they had

Joseph Smith in their power, and that by

destroying him they would destroy "Mor-

monism." But the Lord delivered him

from his enemies. And from Missouri

he came to Illinois. "Mormonism"—as it

is called in the world—from being a vil-

lage grew into a city—the City of Nau-

voo, one of the most beautiful cities in

the west of America. We became pos-

sessed of chartered rights, and wielded

an influence which controlled the county

of Hancock, in the State of Illinois,


