
said is coming to pass. Every word that 
they uttered in relation to the building up 
of Zion, and to the progress of the king-
dom of God upon the earth will be ful-
filled, and not one jot or tittle will fail. You 
and I as individuals may fail, but the work 
of God cannot fail. It is His work. He hath 
decreed its consummation, and no power 
on earth or in hell can alter the decree. The 
work is marching forward, and if we do 
not keep pace with it, we must eventually 
be left behind. Better far for us to keep up 
with the rank and file, and to walk shoul-
der to shoulder with the authorities of the 
Church; with those who have the spirit of 
the Gospel in their hearts; with those in 
whose bones burn the fire of truth and the 
testimony of Jesus Christ, who are con-
tinually exhorting the people to be diligent 
in keeping the commandments of God. 
We should do what is right. We should 
be virtuous, honorable and charitable, and 
we should be liberal in our hearts to all 
mankind. We can afford to be liberal. We 
have received that which pertains to eternal 
growth, to eternal increase, to eternal hap-
piness; we have received that which per-
tains to dominion, and power, and glory 
and to thrones and principalities. Freely 
we have received, and freely we can afford  
to give; for in giving we do not diminish

our own store. We can afford, therefore, 
to exclaim (in relation to our enemies), 
“Father, forgive them; for they know not 
what they do.” We can afford to have 
sympathy for them, to beseech God in the 
name of Jesus, to have mercy upon them, 
for they know not the consequences of their 
acts. It is for us to work righteousness; for, 
as President Young remarked in the Temple 
at St. George, in 1877, the more righteous 
we are, the more united we are; the more 
diligent we are in keeping the command-
ments of God, the less will be the power 
of our enemies; their power will diminish 
in proportion to our faithfulness. Yet our 
enemies will rage and their anger will in-
crease against the work of the Lord; and I 
presume it is a true saying, that “whom the 
gods would destroy they first make mad.” 
The heathen—the so-called Christian 
nations—will become mad with rage 
against the Latter-day Saints; and thus the 
world will go on until they are ripened for 
destruction. We can afford to be calm and 
patient and await God’s deliverance; for we 
know that He is our friend; that He is on  
the side of the righteous; and that He will 
bring them off triumphant if they continue 
faithful, which may the Lord grant in the 
name of Jesus. Amen.
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