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THE SPIRIT OF GOD NECESSARY FOR OUR GUIDANCE—FAILURE

OF THE MEASURES OUR ENEMIES HAVE ADOPTED AGAINST US—

THE OBJECT OF THE EDMUNDS LAW—WHY ALL SUCH LAWS ARE

FAILURES—THEY ARE FOUNDED UPON FALSEHOOD AND BRING

DISAPPOINTMENT TO THEIR FRAMERS—THE EFFORTS OF OUR

ENEMIES PROVE THE GROWTH OF THIS WORK—NECESSARY TO
PASS THROUGH TRIALS—GOD WILL ALWAYS DELIVER HIS
PEOPLE—A KNOWLEDGE OF THE WORK OF GOD IS BEING

DISSEMINATED—TWO INFLUENCES AT WORK—MANY OF THE
DOCTRINES TAUGHT BY JOSEPH SMITH NOW BECOMING
POPULAR

DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON, DELIVERED IN PARIS, BEAR LAKE COUNTY,
IDAHO, SUNDAY MORNING, AUGUST 19, 1883.
Reported by John Irvine

In arising to address you this morning,
my brethren and sisters, I trust we shall
have the presence and assistance of the
Spirit of God, to lead our minds to those
subjects that may be most appropriate to
you and to your circumstances. It is very
desirable that we should have that Spirit to
be with us, desirable both for the speaker
and for the hearers, that our meeting may
be mutually profitable. Our condition as
a people is such that we cannot make the
progress that is designed by God for us,
unless we have His Spirit given unto us.
We are assailed from many quarters. We
have so much to contend with, that it re-
quires the wisdom of God to direct us, and
it requires His Holy Spirit constantly to be
with us to enable us to perform our part in
this great work. Others may get along after
their fashion without direct revelation
from God, but we cannot do so. It would
be impossible to build up this work,
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and to guard ourselves against the attacks
of our enemies and perform the labors
that devolve upon us, unless God should
be with us and manifest His power and
make known His mind and His will unto
us. This far we have been thus guided
through all the difficulties that have
arisen. Through the aid which God has
rendered we have been prepared for them,
and we have been extricated from them,
and so it will be from this time forth, if we
live as we should do and avail ourselves of
the promises which He has made. I am
always filled with amazement when I
contemplate the wonderful deliverances
which God has wrought out for us. To see
us as we are today, dwelling in peace, and
free from molestation, enjoying liberty,
notwithstanding all that has been done
against us with a design to disturb and
break us up, is to me marvelous. I think
that our whole career, in fact, is marvelous;
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