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but if there be anything connected with
our present position that calls forth more
wonder than any other, it is the fact that
we are today surrounded by such peaceful
circumstances.

Our enemies have felt serenely confi-
dent that the measures they had adopted
against us would result in the overthrow
of this system called “Mormonism.” In a
conversation which I had with Senator
Edmunds, of about two hours duration,
we went over this whole subject—I ar-
guing from my standpoint and he from
his—and he seemed to be very confident
that the bill which he had introduced,
which afterwards became law, would be
effective in accomplishing the desired end.
It was, as he told me, to be one of a se-
ries of measures looking to the final over-
throw of our system. It was supposed by
him and by others that if they could suc-
ceed in having a law enacted which would
disfranchise men who were living in plural
marriage, and exclude them from office,
the effect would be such as to make them
so unpopular that they would lose their
influence and be degraded in the eyes of
the most of the “Mormon” people. It was
anticipated that there were a great many
“Mormons” who were secretly opposed
to the domination of the polygamists, as
they were called, and who would breathe
more freely if their power should be taken
away from them, and who would vote,
as they would say, more independently,
and probably unite with the apostates
and the Gentiles, and by that means over-
throw the existing rule in the Territory.
Now, I am satisfied beyond any doubt
that it was anticipated that by the combi-
nation of these elements—the disaffected
“Mormons,” the apostates and the Gen-
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tiles—the supremacy of this coun-
try—that is, of Utah particularly, and of
course the influence would extend into
your Territory—that by the combination
of these elements the supremacy of the
Territory would be wrested from the con-
trol of those who had had it in their hands,
and that “Mormonism” would be dealt a
deadly blow, and the beginning of the great
work of destroying this organization would
be effected. Now, you can imagine how
great the disappointment has been at the
results. It was plain to me—and I guess it
was to most of our brethren who reflected
upon this subject—that the measure would
be ineffectual. I took the liberty of telling
the advocates of the Edmunds Bill so, but
they did not believe what I said. They felt
that they understood it better than I did,
and today, the men who were the most in
favor—that is, in Salt Lake City—of the
enactment of the Edmunds law, are the
men who are the most dissatisfied with
the results which have been achieved by its
passage; illustrating most perfectly the oft-
repeated statement on our part, that our
enemies can do nothing against the work
of God, but that everything they do will
contribute to its advancement and success.
We have said this repeatedly. The experi-
ence of 53 years has proved to us that this
is the universal result of measures con-
cocted for the destruction or overthrow of
this work. God has stated it, and has made
promises concerning it, and this incident
is but another illustration of the perfect
truth of the promises of God concerning
His work. Instead of being today in bond-
age, we are as free as we ever have been.
Instead of our enemies having control
of our country, we still retain control
of it. Now, what new measures will be
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