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in this doctrine; on the contrary, it com-

ports with their ideas, and with the

justice and mercy of our God. The

world are gradually adopting many of

the views that the Latter-day Saints

have entertained. There are many doc-

trines that we have taught that were

very unpopular in the beginning that

they now receive. Why, there are El-

ders in this congregation who can well

remember that it was a common belief,

when they preached the Gospel to re-

ligious people, that the world was cre-

ated out of nothing. That was a com-

monly received idea. Joseph Smith

taught the eternal duration of matter.

He taught the doctrine that matter was

indestructible; that it never had a be-

ginning; that it never could have an

end; that it might undergo chemical

changes, but that it was indestructible,

and that the elements of which the earth

is composed were eternal—never had

a beginning and never would have an

end. The whole religious world were

shocked at such an idea, and so in re-

gard to the time occupied in the cre-

ation of the earth. But Joseph taught

the true principle connected with this.

He said the days mentioned as occu-

pied in the creation were not our days

of twenty-four hours' length, but were

periods of time. Now, that is a com-

monly received doctrine, although it was

sneered at and rejected by religious men

at the time it was taught by the Elders

of this Church. And so it has gone on.

I might enumerate a great many doc-

trines that God revealed, that the world

has gradually adopted, which at some-

time they rejected, rejecting entirely the

source whence they came, rejecting God

as the author, and rejecting His Prophet

as the medium through which these

doctrines have been received and taught.

It is only a day or two ago that I saw a

book published by Josiah Quincy, a rel-

ative of John Quincy Adams, in which

he relates an interview he had with

the Prophet Joseph, at Nauvoo. He re-

lates in that interview, that the Prophet

Joseph stated to him his proposition for

the emancipation of the slaves, and he

(Quincy) declares that it was worthy the

consideration of all Christian statesmen.

Ralph Waldo Emerson—the philosopher

of Concord—eleven years after this, not

acknowledging that Joseph had made a

similar proposition, threw out the same

idea, but that was at a time, as Quincy

says, when men's minds were stirred up

on this question of slavery. "But," says

he, "what shall be thought of the man

who, eleven years previous, when no one

was disturbed about the question, made

such a proposition; and which he made

not only to me verbally, but which he

published and advocated?"

To my mind this is strong testimony

concerning the wisdom that God had

given to the Prophet Joseph, which was

so far ahead of that generation that they

could not comprehend nor receive it.

Thus the world are gradually ac-

knowledging the wisdom that God has

given to His servants. Thus they are

adopting the truths that are revealed.

Thus the influence of this work is be-

ing felt throughout Christendom, and

its effect is more marked than many

of us imagine. We cannot compre-

hend to the full extent the effect that

the work is having upon the world,

and what God is doing through us,

although we are but a feeble people.

The influence of this work is spreading.

Why, it is now a very common thing

for people to believe in the sick being


