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on the continent of Asia are interested,

a work in which the Apostles that offi-

ciated on this continent are interested,

as well as Lehi, Nephi, Moroni, and oth-

ers, who operated here in the cause of

God, and who sought to carry out His

purposes in this land. It is a work in

which all men that have ever lived upon

the face of the earth are interested. It

is a work in which the Gods in the eter-

nal worlds are interested. It is a work

that has been spoken of by all the holy

Prophets since the world was. It is

called the "dispensation of the fulness of

times," wherein God will gather together

all things in one, whether they be things

in the heavens or things in the earth. It

is a dispensation in which all the holy

Prophets that ever lived upon the face of

the earth are interested. They prophe-

sied about it as the grand and great con-

summation in the accomplishment of the

purposes of God; purposes which He de-

signed before the morning stars sang to-

gether, or the sons of God shouted for joy,

or this world itself rolled into existence.

It is a work in which we, our progeni-

tors and our posterity are especially in-

terested. And we are gathered together

from among the nations of the earth in

order that we may be taught of God, that

we may understand the law of God, and

the principles of life and salvation; a sal-

vation that extends not only to ourselves,

but to all mankind. We are gathered to-

gether here that we may be placed es-

pecially under the tuition and guidance

of the Lord, that we may feel and re-

alize that which the ancient Israelites

expressed when they said, "The Lord is

our judge, the Lord is our lawgiver, the

Lord is our king"—and He shall rule

over us, and we will be his people; and

we His latter-day Israel, will acknowl-

edge Him in all things; for we are a cho-

sen people, a royal Priesthood, selected

by the God of Israel for the accomplish-

ment of His purposes, for the organiza-

tion and purification of His Church, for

the establishment of His Kingdom, and

for the building up of His Zion on the

earth. We are indebted to God for the

revelation of all those principles that we

today possess, whether they relate to the

Church of God, to the Zion of God, or to

the kingdom of God; so far as any prin-

ciples thereof have been made manifest

and developed unto us they are truly,

positively and unequivocally the gift of

God our heavenly Father. They did not

originate with us. They did not orig-

inate with any man that lived on the

earth, for no man knew them. They did

not originate with Joseph Smith, or with

Brigham Young, or with myself, or with

the Apostles, or with any class of men

in this Church. They are the gift of God

to His people, to His children who dwell

upon the earth. He has offered these

principles freely to the nations of the

earth. Thousands and millions of people

who have heard them have not received

nor obeyed them; but you have—that

is, I speak generally, not individually,

for some have not obeyed them. Many

Latter-day Saints do not comprehend

their position. They do not understand

the relationship that exists between God

and themselves. They do not understand

the responsibility of the position that

they occupy; some such hold the Holy

Priesthood, and others are not in the

Holy Priesthood. After so many years

of teaching and instruction, and the

many opportunities that we have had,

we come far short of comprehending the

principles of life, truth and intelligence

which God has seen fit to make manifest


