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the duty of the Twelve to fulfill the callings
and responsibilities devolving upon them,
and to carry out and fulfill the word, the
will and law of God. And who has a right
to depart from that? God has introduced
laws into His Church for the purification
of His people. How was it formerly? God
placed in His Church Apostles, Prophets,
Pastors, Teachers, Evangelists, etc. What
for? To be so many dummies? No. But for
the perfecting of the Saints. What else? For
the work of the ministry. What else? For
the edifying of the body of Christ. How
long? “Till we all come in the unity of the
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, unto a perfect man, unto the mea-
sure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:
That we henceforth be no more children,
tossed to and fro, and carried about with
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of
men, and cunning craftiness, whereby
they lie in wait to deceive; But speaking
the truth in love, may grow up into him
in all things.” In other words, that we may
be one with Christ as He is one with the
Father, and operate together every man in
his place, and then God for us all. Hence it
is for us to purify ourselves as God is pure.

I have heard sometimes that you have
hard struggling in some of these southern
countries, especially a little further south.
I presume you have. I presume you have
difficulty sometimes in making both ends
meet. But we won’t cry about it after all.
We might be a great deal worse off, and I
have seen the time when we were a great
deal worse off than we are today. Have not
you? [Several voices: “Yes.”]

You are all well clad. You do not
look as if you were starved to death,
or anything of that kind. We want
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to cultivate the principles of life, to train
up our children in the right way, and to
place ourselves in a proper position to fear
God and to carry out His laws. And about
our riches or about our poverty it will not
make much difference not a great while
hence. It will not make very much differ-
ence whether we are poor or whether we
are rich. But it will make a great difference
whether we are honorable or not; whether
we are men and women of virtue or not;
whether we are free from covetousness or
not; and whether we keep the command-
ments of God and live our religion or
not; it will make a very great difference
whether we do these things or whether we
do not. And did you ever think that it be-
came necessary in times past, so we read
in the Bible—for the Lord to allow the
Philistines and the Midianites and others
to become thorns, as it were, in the side
of the children of Israel, in order to bring
them to righteousness? Did you ever read
of such things? I have in my Bible. And if
the Lord suffers us to be tried we will be
tried; and we will say, “lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.” We
will pray as Jesus taught His disciples to
pray. We will say: “Our Father who art in
heaven; O, God, my Father, O Thou that
art the Father of my spirit and of my flesh,
and that watchest over me and art inter-
ested in my welfare, let me reverence Thy
holy name. If Thou conferest upon me the
good things of life, I will thank Thee for
them. Give me my daily bread. Forgive
me my sins as | forgive those that sin
against me.” I see people sometimes full
of wrath and indignation against their
neighbors, and they sometimes say, “I
will never forgive them as long as I live.”
Then you will never be a Saint as long as
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