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God should dictate to me about my wives

and children; and if He wants me to use

my talents and give up my life or to yield

up my property—I am quite willing to do

all these things if He will come and tell

me himself, or if He will send an angel

to tell me. But I look upon my brethren

who preside over this Church, and I see

that they are mortal men, and I see that

they do many things that mortal men do,

and I have not quite confidence enough

in them to dispose of my property as they

may dictate. They are mortal, they are

like I am, and I do not know whether

they will do the right thing or not. I have

some doubts about that. I have not got

confidence in their management as busi-

ness men. I do not know but I have bet-

ter business qualities myself than they

have, and I can manage my own affairs

to better advantage than they can. I am

not willing, therefore, to do as my fellow

men dictate."

Now, let me ask is not that the se-

cret thought of many minds? I am

sure it is. And yet the same men

who entertain these thoughts, and the

same women, will go into this Temple

when it is completed, and will ask at

the hands of the servants of God bless-

ings that are far beyond all price when

measured by earthly substance, by gold

or silver, or that which men consider

valuable. It is a strange thing; it is

a strange feature in the human char-

acter; it is exhibited everywhere; it is

not confined to Latter-day Saints alone;

that mankind are very willing to trust

men with spiritual things, and to have

confidence in them concerning spiritual

things, and have little or no confidence

in them when it affects their temporal

interests. There are men—and there

may be some in this congregation—who

have been quite willing to submit to the

ordinance of baptism and rely upon it

as a means of salvation, as a means

of remitting their sins, and have also

been willing to submit to have hands

laid upon them by the same individual,

for the reception of the Holy Ghost, who

would not listen to his counsel concern-

ing their property. This want of confi-

dence arises in some instances from self-

ishness or a lack of faith, and in oth-

ers from witnessing the unwise conduct

of Elders in the management of means.

There have been Elders who have gone

out in the world for the purpose of bring-

ing souls to the truth who have abused

their privileges among the people, and

have borrowed money and never repaid

it. Such occurrences inspire distrust.

And such men have transcended the

limits of their authority in taking this

course. They were not sent out to med-

dle in this way, in people's affairs, to bor-

row money, and do things of that charac-

ter; but were sent to preach the Gospel,

and so long as they confined themselves

to their legitimate duties, and did those

things they were authorized to do, they

were blessed, the Lord was with them,

and their labors resulted in salvation

to the people. Every man who attends

strictly to the duties assigned to him,

and pertaining to his Priesthood, and

confines himself to them, is sustained

and upheld of the Lord. The Elders who

have destroyed confidence by the meth-

ods I have alluded to, transcended their

authority. That constituted the differ-

ence between their action and the ac-

tion of the man whom God places to pre-

side over His Church. Can you not see

the distinction? I can see that a man

that goes out as a missionary, as Elders


