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man who holds the keys, they cannot

exercise this authority only as he shall

consent or delegate or authorize them to

do so. There is but one man who has

the power to exercise this authority, to

stand, as it were, in God's stead, to be

His voice unto the people, and that is the

man who stands at the head and who

is President, and who holds the keys by

virtue of the appointment of God. God

places him there. It is not man's act. It is

God's Providence. God knows the hearts

of the children of men. By His overrul-

ing Providence He brings this man to

the front, or He keeps him in the rear,

just as it pleases Him. I believe that

His Providence is over all of us, and

He can kill or remove as He pleases, or

He can preserve in life as seemeth good

to Him. And he has done so. When

the Prophet Joseph was slain, God, by

His overruling Providence, brought the

man to the front who was His choice

to succeed His servant. David Patten

was slain at Crooked River, who was the

senior of Brigham Young. Thomas B.

Marsh lost the faith, also the senior of

Brigham Young; but Brigham Young was

preserved in the Providence of God, and

when His Prophet was slain He stepped

forward clothed with the eternal Priest-

hood of God, full of the fire of the Holy

Ghost and the power of God, and the

whole people felt that they stood in the

presence of the man whom God had cho-

sen and whom God had endowed for His

position. God qualified him and made

him equal to every emergency from that

hour until the hour of his death. God

was his unfailing friend. He blessed ev-

eryone who listened to the counsel of His

servant. He blessed this entire people,

and He blessed this land under his (Pres-

ident Young's) administration. And we

know by the outpouring of the power

and gifts and graces of God upon us in-

dividually as well as an entire people,

that he was God's servant, chosen by the

Almighty to stand at the head of His

Church. Could I not trust that man with

anything I had? Why, I would have been

an unworthy servant of God, if I could

not have done so; I would have been

recreant to every principle that I believe

in, if I could not have done so.

Now, watch the Providence of God

in the selection of our present Presi-

dent. At the time Joseph and Hyrum

were slain, according to all human ap-

pearances he was as unlikely to live al-

most as they were who were already

dead. In the hottest of summer he was

shot to pieces. The men who waited

upon him had no idea that he would

live. But he did. God brought him

through. But who thought then that he

would be the senior Apostle who would

preside over this Church? There were

a number his seniors. In consequence

of a misunderstanding and his being se-

nior in age, Brother Woodruff's name

stood above Brother Taylor's. Brother

Woodruff recognized all the time that

he and Willard Richards were not his

seniors in ordination. President Tay-

lor had been ordained to the Apostle-

ship before them, and when this mat-

ter was brought before the President

of the Church (President Young) the

names were put in proper order. Brother

Woodruff recognized this as being cor-

rect, and if Willard Richards had lived,

doubtless he would have had the same

feeling. But then there stood OrsonHyde

and Orson Pratt, as seniors in the quo-

rum. Their names preceded his. But

had their names the right to stand in

that position? No, they had not, for


