
reasons I need not dwell upon here, which 
ought to be familiar to every Elder in 
this Church. Therefore, I will merely say 
this: that President John Taylor, Wilford 
Woodruff, and George A. Smith were 
bearers of the apostleship at a time when 
Orson Hyde and Orson Pratt did not hold 
that power. Therefore they were by right 
their seniors; and President Young provi-
dentially, prompted by the Spirit of God, 
made a ruling which the Twelve accept-
ed—every man knowing the true state of 
the case—as correct, and placed the names 
in their order some time before his death, 
making John Taylor, Wilford Woodruff, 
and George A. Smith, seniors of Orson 
Hyde and of Orson Pratt. In this manner 
God has brought forward to the front the 
man whom He chose to be President of 
the Church. It is His privilege to chose 
whom He pleases. The man whom He 
wants preserved is preserved. When the 
Prophets of God were slain, Brother 
Taylor’s life, by the wonderful Providence 
of God, was preserved, and he has lived 
among us until this day. He now stands in 
his place as the President of the Church, 
holding the keys and the authority as such 
to manage all the affairs of the Church 
according to God’s mind and will. And 
shall one who knows this, who knows that 
God has honored him, that God has cho-
sen him, that God has endowed him, that 
God has blessed him—shall such a one 
raise his voice against him, and say that it 
is not the will of God that he shall con-
trol the affairs of this Church? God forbid! 
God forbid that I or any other man in this 
Church should do anything of the kind! 
On the contrary, let us be obedient to the 
voice of God, and to the will of God. If 
God, through him, says unto us we must

consecrate our property, we must hold 
everything we have subject to the will 
of God, if He through him dictates any 
course of policy, I say it is my duty as a 
servant of God to submit: it is my duty to 
carry out faithfully, according to the will 
of God, that which He counsels, and that 
which He dictates. If God has confidence 
in him, shall not I, who am God’s servant 
and God’s child, have similar confidence? 
I believe in God. I believe God manages 
all the affairs of this Church. I know if I 
do my duty He will save me, He will exalt 
me, and I know if you will do your duty, 
He will do the same for you. And if men 
whom He chooses are fallible, that is His 
business. He requires on our part obedi-
ence to His will, as it is made manifest 
through the man whom He has chosen.

Now, this is a great point. I look upon 
it as one of the most vital points con-
nected with our existence in these moun-
tains. I look upon it as a test. It may be 
said that it will test the Latter-day Saints 
as they never have been tested—this vital, 
doctrine of obedience to the Priesthood 
of the Son of God. There is no point to-
day against which so many assaults are di-
rected by the wicked. They make it the 
main object of their attacks. They would 
like to destroy confidence in your hearts 
in the Priesthood of the Son of God. If 
they could weaken your confidence; if 
they could undermine your faith; if they 
could by any power or means in their pos-
session wean you from the Church, and 
sow the seeds of distrust and suspicion in 
your minds concerning the Priesthood, 
or those who bear it, they would attain  
the object that they have in view. The  
man who holds the keys is always the ob-
ject of assault. His life is the life that is
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