WHAT THE SAINTS ASPIRE TO.

most sought after. He is the man they
would strike down, if they had the power.
They seek to weaken the confidence of
the people in him, by all manner of slan-
ders, and by every sort of falsification.
It is the main object of our enemies to
sow the seeds of distrust and suspicion in
the midst of the Latter-day Saints, and
to accomplish this they relate all man-
ner of falsehoods concerning those who
bear the Priesthood of the Son of God.
They contort every act. They misrepre-
sent every word and every counsel that
is given. They endeavor to put every-
thing in a false light. And those who
read those things continually, begin to
believe by degrees, that there is founda-
tion for them, that there is something
wrong, that this man or the other man is
not to be trusted, and that they are doing
wrong in yielding obedience to the coun-
sels of the Priesthood, and in submitting
to its control. You are aware these at-
tacks are constantly directed against the
Priesthood, and it is, as I say, the vital
point today.

We have this Temple (Logan) nearly
completed. That at Salt Lake is pro-
gressing very rapidly, that at Sanpete
also. And the building of these Tem-
ples will bring about, to a certain ex-
tent, a change among this people. Bless-
ings are to be bestowed, and power is
to be manifested in these buildings in
my opinion such as has never been man-
ifested among us as a people before.
The question, therefore, will press it-
self upon our attention—who are go-
ing to be worthy to receive these bless-
ings? Who are going to be worthy to en-
ter into these buildings? With my feel-
ings today I never can consent for any
man to go in and receive a fullness of
the blessings of the everlasting Gospel
in that building or those buildings,
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unless I know him to be a man who is
willing to yield implicit obedience to the
Priesthood of the Son of God. And fur-
ther, I am not willing, with my present
feelings—I do not pretend to dictate in
this matter, I am merely stating my own
personal feelings—for any man to go into
these buildings who is not willing to hold
all he has got subject to the Priesthood of
the Son of God, and be willing to do with
it as that Priesthood shall dictate.

Now, these are two vital points in
our faith, and in the requirements of
the Gospel, that I believe are obligatory
upon us, and we may as well understand
our position today as to postpone the un-
derstanding of this matter for months, or
for years, or until it is too late. This may
sound like strong doctrine to some of you;
but I look upon these things as essen-
tially necessary to make us the people
that God designs we shall be. Already
things are in contemplation, and are be-
ing counseled about, that may bring this
matter home to us individually, outside
of the Temples of the Son of God. I desire
to see the time come when unworthy per-
sons cannot get their endowments and a
fullness of the blessings of the everlast-
ing Priesthood. I desire to see some test
of faithfulness, some test of growth, and
some degree of reward, so that all will
not be reduced to one common level, the
faithful and the unfaithful, those that
are willing to do all that God requires,
and those that are not willing—I do not
desire to see all endowed with the same
blessings. I do not believe that God ever
intended this. He has told us there are
different degrees of glory—"one glory of
the sun, and another glory of the moon,
and another glory of the stars: for one
star differeth from another star in glory.



