FEDERAL AUTHORITY.

that notwithstanding another desperate
effort has been made to take away the
rule from the hands of the people and put
it into the hands of their enemies, and
make us an outside Territory, subject to
their oppressions, subject to all manner
of taxation that they might please to im-
pose upon us—we find that the voice and
vote of the people are still triumphant,
that their candidates have gone into of-
fice and are commissioned; the selections
having been made from among those
whose rights and privileges have been
maintained unto them.

It is a singular feature in this mat-
ter, that the Governor has taken it into
his head to leave the Territory just at
the time when it was supposed he would
be required to execute these commis-
sions. But without going into partic-
ulars, persons of ordinary discernment
observe that the course he has taken
is such that he cannot himself cheek it
to remain and issue the commissions to
the properly elected persons to rule in
this Territory, indeed it looks as though
the dishonorable, undignified course he
has taken is just what has driven him
from the Territory, to leave his duty,
and let the secretary be acting governor.
When men come here full of determina-
tion to show their bravery, their abil-
ity, smartness and competency beyond
their predecessors, to capture Utah, and
turn her over to the hands of the un-
godly; it appears that everyone who has
made such an attempt has met with
very signal defeat. When a man de-
feats himself as perfectly as this last
one has, I think the Latter-day Saints
have occasion to thank God and take
courage; we have reason to rejoice and
praise the Lord in all these matters,
for whatever our enemies do He makes
it return that, like a boomerang that
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is thrown out, it comes back and strikes
the person that hurled it.

Well, then, my brethren and sisters,
seeing that this is the way that these
matters all move, the way they all op-
erate, should it not inspire in us the
most profound gratitude toward God for
these manifestations of his mercy, good-
ness and blessing unto us. He has made
our fields to abound with plenty. He has
favored us with blessings innumerable
and incomprehensible. We have a peace,
a joy and a satisfaction at heart which
those men who make these desperate
laws cannot contemplate. We rejoice in
the blessings that heaven is bestowing
upon us. Is it not, then, our bounden
duty to testify to God, the angels, and
those that attend upon the covenant peo-
ple of God, that we are determined to
love Him more and serve Him better?
I was pleased to hear the remark made
by one of my brethren yesterday, that he
felt on returning here, after an absence
of five or six years, that there was an
improvement in the spirit and feelings
of the people. This is very manifest to
those who observe and notice it. But
we think there should be a very much
greater improvement. Many of us have
been very careless of some of the com-
mandments: words of wisdom which the
Lord has seen fit to give to us. We have
not used that care, that caution, and that
sound discretion in our daily lives before
Him, that it is becoming we should do.
I propose, brethren and sisters, in view
of this matter, that we take these things
to heart, and see if we can and ought to
draw nearer to God, while He is willing
to draw nearer to us, and thus more fully
sense His blessings, His mercies, and his
loving kindness unto us.

This institution—which Presi-



