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Also the Lord has manifested His judg-

ments by cyclones, etc. The words of the

Prophet Joseph, have been and are be-

ing verified, those words he uttered be-

fore he went to Carthage. Said he: "I call

for the four winds of heaven, the thun-

derings, lightnings, earthquakes, whirl-

winds, the hailstorms, pestilence, and

the raging seas to come forth out of

their hiding places and bear testimony

of the truth of those things which I have

taught to the inhabitants of the earth as

is promised in the revelations that have

been given." These were some of his last

words among the people. And what have

we seen? Scarcely a week last summer

without a cyclone or hurricane happen-

ing somewhere in the States, destroying

towns and villages, or parts thereof.

We live in times that if we only con-

sidered the matter and looked upon it

as we should do, that should cause us to

draw near unto the Lord, and to live up

to every word that proceedeth from His

mouth.

I wish to bear testimony that this

Gospel and this order of government

which I have been alluding to, is that

which brings down the blessings of

heaven upon this people. Besides peace

and good order, it brings the gifts and

blessings of the Gospel, the gift of

healing to those who are afflicted and

wounded and who are walking upon the

borders of the grave; such are restored

and healed by its divine power exercised

in the prayers and faith of the Saints.

The fact of the matter is, those things

which are held out as menaces to us,

are the things that preserve us from the

hands of the wicked, and keep us from

forgetting God in the time of prosper-

ity. It is one of the greatest blessings to

us, that we are kept continually on the

alert, diligently seeking after Him,

putting our trust in Him, and then to

find how successfully and perfectly He

leads us to triumph over our enemies,

and makes the mischief they would bring

upon us, recoil upon their own heads.

Saints find it good to trust in Him.

The great work that is now upon

us—to build temples and to labor in

them, calls upon us to perform our du-

ties faithfully; calls upon Presidents of

Stakes and Bishops of Wards, that they

look well among their peoples, and see

if they are not taking upon themselves

the responsibilities of other people's sins.

Presidents, High Councilors and Bish-

ops, should seek diligently the Spirit of

the Lord to know how to deal with and

decide between the righteous and the

wicked; to know how to pull up the tares

without pulling up a great number of

the roots of the wheat. When a man

has given himself up to be a drunkard,

to dishonor the cause of God, and to be

picked up in the streets and to become a

reproach, until people say, "that is one

of your Mormons," it is time the Bish-

ops or Elders, or whosoever's duty it is,

were looking after him to see that this

evil is put away, and to see that his

wife, who may be the deepest mourner

over this whole matter, and his children,

clothed in sorrow over his conduct, to see

that they are cherished and sustained

and preserved, lest while pulling up the

tares you pull up the wheat also. It re-

quires the skill and wisdom of the Holy

Spirit in all of these things to know how

to deal in the right way, to save those

that can be saved, while those who will

not work righteousness, may be known

as transgressors, and that we may no

longer carry them upon our faith and be-

come partakers of their sins.

In the late organization of 1877,


