RETROSPECTIVE REVIEW OF THE PROVIDENCES OF GOD, ETC.

become as the stars of heaven, and as the
sand which is upon the seashore for mul-
titude. For the blessings of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob have come down upon us. And
they that are the children of Abraham
will do the works of Abraham. Let us not
forget it; that they that would inherit the
blessings of Abraham must do the works
of Abraham, to entitle them to these bless-
ings.

Let us draw near to the Lord with our
households and strengthen ourselves in the
truth. “Righteousness exalteth a nation:
but sin is a reproach to any people.”

We ought to be more careful concern-
ing the observance of the Sabbath. We talk
of the great things of the laws of God, such
as adultery, and those greater crimes, and
murder, which are less frequently commit-
ted, but which are most terrible in their ef-
fects upon those who do, and are terrible
also in their effects upon those who are
surrounded and are connected therewith;
but let us attend also to the Sabbath, to
keep it holy, and go to our meeting and
be more dutiful in that respect, and not go
to the canyons, or hunt stock, and attend
to a multitude of things, which otherwise
might be avoided. Let us avoid, if we are
going a journey, starting on a Sunday, “just
to save one day more for business.” Let us
undertake no manner of business on that
day. Let us reverence the Sabbath as God
has commanded us in the revelations of
the last days. It is one of the ten command-
ments: “Six days shalt thou labor, and do
all thy work: But the seventh day is the
sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou
shalt not do any work,” etc. The Lord has
been particular. He is going to be particu-
lar again. We have been in circumstances
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where we were rudely dealt with. We have
had to travel over the plains, but even there
we reverenced the Sabbath. We stopped
our teams, and let the cattle rest, and at-
tended to our duties. Now we have come
into a country where we have hardly had
to buy land save at a nominal Government
figure. Here we found a new world, a place
in which we could make a living; and can-
not we afford to take time to serve the
Lord; to rest our bodies and refresh our
spirits, by a study of His holy word in-
creasing our faith also?

Another thing, we ought not to run af-
ter doctors as much as we do. “But,” says
one, “if we have a bone broken we must
have somebody to set it.” Yes, that is true,
but we need not take all the nostrums
they can think of. We ought first to go
to the Lord and exercise our faith as far
as we can make use of it in that direction,
and we will make fewer blunders than we
do in placing implicit confidence in the
medical and surgical professions. When
we do this we are certainly sure of one
thing—we secure the help of God and
the help of angels; and if we are appoint-
ed unto death, we want to go. We ought
to want to go. Our prayers and supplica-
tions should be always conditional—that
is, if not appointed unto death that he or
she should be raised up. And if the
heavens want a man to labor there in
any sphere, there is where he should
be. If a man is wanted to be on a mis-
sion in Europe, in Germany, or in
the States, and he stays at home, he
is not where he ought to be. He ought
to be where God would have him,
there the Holy Spirit will labor with
him and help him. But for us to im-
portune the Lord to heal those whom
He has appointed unto death is just
like asking—as we do once in a while—

5/26/20 6:50 PM



