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ages. To assist the Twelve in the labors

in which they are engaged, are the Sev-

enties, who are called as special wit-

nesses to the nations of the earth. What

for? Who organized these Seventies, and

these Twelve, and who dictated their du-

ties and responsibilities? The Lord. Why

did He do it? Because, as in former

ages, He felt interested in the welfare

of the human family, and it is not and

never was the will of God, that mankind

should perish, but that they all might

be brought to a knowledge of the truth,

and to an obedience thereof, if they saw

proper, and if not, when the Twelve, the

Seventies, the Elders, and the various of-

ficers who have been ordained and set

apart to preach the Gospel, have ful-

filled their missions to the nations of

the earth; they have done just what the

Lord has required at their hands, and

no more. I further wish to state to

the Twelve and to the Seventies, and to

the Elders, that they are not responsible

for the reception or the rejection by the

world of that word which God has given

to them to communicate. It is proper for

them to use all necessary diligence and

fidelity, and to plainly and intelligently,

and with prayer and faith, go forth as

messengers to the nations, as the legates

of the skies, clothed upon with author-

ity from the God of Heaven, even the

authority of the Holy Priesthood, which

is after the order of the Son of God,

which is after the order of Melchizedek,

which is after the power of an endless

life. He has endowed them, as you have

heard, with authority to call upon men

to repent of their sins, and to be bap-

tized in the name of Jesus for the re-

mission of sins, and then He has told

them to lay hands on the people thus

believing, and thus being baptized, and

to confer upon them the gift of the Holy

Ghost, and when they have performed

their labors, and fulfilled their duties,

their garments are free from the blood of

this generation, and the people are then

left in the hands of God their Heavenly

Father. For the people, as before stated,

will be held responsible to God for their

rejection of the Gospel, and not to us.

I will talk a little further about the

people of the earth, who have in their

midst Christianity, and other religious

professions. I have quoted what is stated

in the Scriptures—that God has given to

everyman a portion of His Spirit to profit

withal. But that has nothing to do with

the Gospel particularly. It is a principle

which is implanted in the heart of ev-

ery human being outside of the Gospel;

and under its influence there are and

have been many great and good princi-

ples in existence on the earth and among

the peoples thereof. All men almost ev-

erywhere, possessing any degree of in-

telligence, feel that it is right to be hon-

est; and all civilized nations, influenced

by that feeling, pass laws to punish the

thief, the rogue, and the man who pos-

sesses himself of other people's property

in any unjust manner, and these feel-

ings and principles are generally sus-

tained by the honorable of all coun-

tries, and operate more or less among

all nations. Chicanery, deception and

fraud are looked upon as evils in the

moral world; and men influenced by that

principle—which, as I stated, is planted

in the bosom of every individual—feel

to abhor acts of deception and fraud of

any kind, although some people practice

them to a very great extent. Men under

the influence of this spirit in the mer-

cantile world, for instance, consider it a


