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disgrace not to keep their engagements,

not to pay their honest debts, and laws

are made to reach offenders in those

cases. So strong is the feeling of

honor among many—in this nation, in

England, in France, in Germany, and

in other European nations—that very

many of those people who would be es-

teemed honorable in their feelings and

instincts, if calamity overtake them and

they are unable to meet their liabilities,

very frequently commit suicide, wrong

though it be; they would rather die than

be dishonored. Now, these sentiments of

honor are good so far as they go; but this

is outside of the Gospel. There are, of

course, many dishonest merchants and

men of large means, who use their tal-

ent and wealth for the purpose of tak-

ing advantage of the unwary, and op-

pressing the poor; and in this and in

other countries, annually filch thousands

of millions of wealth from the unsuspect-

ing and poor by their questionable acts

and insatiable greed; carrying poverty,

sorrow, misery and distress to millions

of the honest laboring classes. As God

has planted a portion of His Spirit within

them, He will hold them, and not us, re-

sponsible for their acts; and instead of

possessing riches and honor their names

will become infamous on earth and here-

after. And instead of wallowing in their

ill-gotten gains, they will find them-

selves with Dives, calling upon their vic-

tims for a drop of water to cool their

parched tongues. Gospel or no Gospel,

honorable men cannot condescend to chi-

canery and deception; and while fol-

lowing the lead of that inward moni-

tor, they could not yield themselves to

those heartless and cold-blooded prac-

tices. Again, there is a horror in the

minds of men generally, about shedding

innocent blood, and laws are passed to

prevent crimes of that kind and to pun-

ish the offender. Where do all these

things come from? From that spirit

which God has planted in the bosom of

all men. You may take the lowest and

most degraded of men, some of the great-

est criminals perhaps, and they will say,

if they see an honorable man, a virtu-

ous man, a kind-hearted and generous

man, a man who acts uprightly—"We re-

spect that man, we honor him, we re-

spect him for his virtues; we cannot imi-

tate him, we are sorry to say," and in this

way they will acknowledge that which is

good and feel that they themselves are

doing wrong. These are some of the prin-

ciples that exist in human nature. They

are so far good. At the same time there

is another sentiment prevails—that is, to

protect virtue and chastity. It is not prac-

ticed as extensively as it ought to be; a

great amount of hypocrisy exists on this

subject. But nevertheless it is implanted

in the hearts of millions of the human

family; and they look upon the seducer

of woman and the defiler of himself, and

upon those who practice crimes associ-

ated with these matters, with disgust.

The nations today, however, are wallow-

ing in rottenness and corruption in re-

gard to these matters, yet there are thou-

sands and millions of men and women

who abhor impurity and vice, and cannot

sanction licentiousness in any of its dis-

gusting forms. All these things are good

in their place; but this alone is not the

Gospel.

Now, in former times, in the days

of the flood, for instance, the peo-

ple became very corrupt, so much so

we are told, that the imaginations

of the hearts of men were only evil

and that continually, and the Scrip-

tures say it repented the Lord that


