
RESPONSIBILITY RESTING UPON THE PRIESTHOOD. 291

He had made man because of his cor-

ruptions and wickedness; but some tell

us that it repented Noah that man had

been made because of the abominations

and evils that he witnessed in his day.

God destroyed the wicked of that gener-

ation with a flood. Why did He destroy

them? He destroyed them for their ben-

efit, if you can comprehend it, but I very

much question whether all of you can or

not. Let me explain a little. We are told,

as I have already said, that God is the

God and Father of the spirits of all flesh.

We are further told that Jesus the Son

of God, existed before the worlds were.

It is also stated that He is our elder

brother, and that we pre-existed also—

that is, our spirits did. When Satan had

gained an ascendancy over the inhabi-

tants of the earth so far that they had de-

parted from God, and violated His laws,

what would be the feelings of those spir-

its in the eternal worlds? Let me ask all

intelligent people, would they not be apt

to turn to their Heavenly Father and say:

"Father, look down upon those corrupt

inhabitants. Do you see them?" "Yes, I

see them and I know them." "Is it just

that we, thy children, should be doomed

to inhabit those filthy, corrupt bodies,

and thus be subjected to Thy wrath and

indignation, and it may be thousands of

years before we can come back again into

thy presence?" "No, it is not just," and on

this principle the Father destroyed them

with a flood, and recommenced peopling

the earth with the seed of a righteous

man.

But, let me ask, what did the Lord do

before He sent the flood? He sent Noah

among them as a preacher of righteous-

ness; He sent Enoch; He sent many El-

ders among the people, and they prophe-

sied to them that unless they repented,

judgment would overtake them; that

God would overwhelm the earth with

a flood and destroy the inhabitants

thereof—that is, those who would not lis-

ten to the Gospel of the Son of God; for

the Son of God was in existence then, not

personally on earth, but existed in the

spirit, and the promise to them was that

He should come and atone for the sins

of the world. They were taught these

things, but they rejected them, that is

the great majority of them did so. We

are also told that Enoch walked with

God, and that he had a city which they

called Zion, and people gathered to Zion

then, as we gather the people to Zion

in this day. Enoch walked with God,

and was instructed by Him, and he in-

structed the people of Zion. There is

a very short account of it in the Bible.

There we are simply told that "Enoch

walked with God: and he was not; for

God took him." It was not thought nec-

essary to say more upon this subject; but

the facts were that Enoch and the peo-

ple of his city, having been taught for

upwards of 300 years in the principles

of the Gospel before the judgment over-

took the world, were translated. Thus

the people in that day, had had fair warn-

ing, but only a very few paid any atten-

tion to it. We are told concerning the

Book of Enoch that it is to be testified

of in due time, and then we shall know

more about these things than we do now.

But what of those who were disobedi-

ent? They were thrown into prison. How

long did they continue there? Until Je-

sus came. What then did He do? He went

and preached to the spirits in prison.

He was "put to death in the flesh," we

are told in the Bible, "but quickened


