THE PRESIDENT FEELING A LITTLE WEAK, ETC.

to gather here by the Lord, and we have
obeyed His command, just as they did, as
I before stated, in the Zion of Enoch in
his day. When we came here we brought
our bodies with us. It is not a spiritual
thing, for we are all of us very literal and
very temporal. We have arms and legs, eyes
and ears, like other people—we are the
children of our Heavenly Father as others
are. He has introduced the Gospel, as I
have before said, and one of the principles
thereof is that of gathering, and we have
gathered together. I need not quote to you
the Scriptures in the Bible on this subject,
for you know them, and I need not occupy
time in quoting them today. We are here.
Who came in the first place? A number of
people from the eastern, western and south-
ern States, who believed the Gospel and
obeyed it. It is not necessary to go into our
history, and dwell on events as they tran-
spired in Ohio, in Missouri, or in Illinois.
Let all those things pass. You can read them
in our history. But as I have said we are
here. Under what auspices? According to
the laws and usages of the United States we
settled cities, towns and villages; we settled
on farms, etc., which we had a right to do.
We purchased and paid for the property
that we possess as other citizens do.

At this point, President Taylor, feeling
weak, requested President Geo. Q. Cannon
to talk a little on the subject.

President Cannon said: President
Taylor is suffering from fatigue and
will take a little rest. We have gathered
here, as he has said, and have built up a
commonwealth in these mountains—
a commonwealth which, if it were not
for the prejudice that we have to contend
with, would be the admiration of man-
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kind. The despised “Mormons” stripped
of their properties, driven out into the
wilderness as outcasts, as unfit for the so-
ciety of their fellow citizens; having been
treated in this manner because of alleged
crimes—that at least was the justifica-
tion that was offered for the treatment of
the Latter-day Saints because they were
such a wicked people that they deserved
to be treated by mob violence, and the
whole world, it may be said, acquiesced
in the verdict that had been pronounced
upon us, or at least there was not suffi-
cient manhood and courage in the nation
to raise the voice against it, though thou-
sands of people felt that it was an outrage.
Driven into the mountains in this man-
ner, stripped of our possessions; some of us
coming into these valleys barefooted, with
scarcely enough clothing to cover us for
the succeeding winter, God has blessed the
people, and through the wisdom and the
power and influence that He has given to
this people, they have built, as I have said,
a commonwealth in these mountains, that
is the admiration of every unprejudiced
man. These so-called “Mormon thieves,”
these “Mormon outlaws,” these people
who were considered unworthy to live in
Illinois and in Missouri have come here,
and we behold today hundreds of settle-
ments, hundreds of cities, built in the
most admirable manner. A government ex-
ists here for the protection of the poor as
well as the rich; and I have often said, that
when we take into consideration the fact
of the poverty of the people, that we have
had an influx every year of about 3,000,
on an average, of foreign immigrants,
unacquainted with our methods of liv-
ing, not familiar with our climate, com-
ing here stripped—that is, coming here
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