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of its valleys, of its crystal streams,

and the scarcity of water making it ad-

mirable for settlement by a sparse peo-

ple, a people such as we are. No dense

populations could live here.

President Taylor, at this point, again

took the stand and said: I have felt the

exertion almost too much for me. I am

not very strong in body at present, but I

will continue.

We consider as Latter-day Saints,

that we have rights here, and although

we have been dealt with as we would

call it, rather scurvily by the govern-

ment that ought to foster us, yet at the

same time we have strictly adhered to

the letter of the law, even in the face of

the assumed purity those people (our en-

emies) profess to attach to themselves.

We have not resisted any of these things,

but have treated those men who came

as our oppressors, if you please, with

kindness and due respect, notwithstand-

ing they have introduced many things

in our midst, at variance with the laws

and constitution of the United States,

and with our rights as American citi-

zens. We have yielded for the time be-

ing, but we purpose in behalf of our-

selves, of our children, in behalf of the

institutions of this nation, and of thou-

sands of honorable men in it, to test

these things to "the last bat's end," and

see, legally and constitutionally, whether

this nation will sustain these acts or not,

and then if they do we will leave them in

the hands of God, and pursue our course,

trusting in Him. But one thing I will

say, and that is that this cause is on-

ward; and as my brethren have said, so

say I, that God has commenced it, and

He will take care of it. I know what I

am saying. I know when I am speak-

ing that I am speaking not only to you,

but to the whole world; for it will be pub-

lished to the world. And I tell you Latter-

day Saints not to fear, not to have any

trembling in the knees, for the God of Is-

rael is on the side of Israel, and hosts of

angels also. There are more for us than

there can be against us; and God will

sustain the right and take care of, and

preserve His people, if they will only do

right.

We have embraced the Gospel. We

have placed ourselves in another posi-

tion from that of the world. We have

entered into sacred covenants with the

Lord, and He expects us to fulfill our

covenants, and those who do not fulfill

them will be condemned. There are cer-

tain rules and regulations that exist in

the heavens, as well as on the earth. We

are told that before we can enter into

the celestial kingdom of God, we shall

have to pass by the angels, and the Gods,

and if the Latter-day Saints aim at a

celestial exaltation, they must live and

abide by the celestial law, or they will not

get it, any more than the Gentiles will.

Hear it, ye Latter-day Saints! God ex-

pects you to be pure, virtuous, holy, up-

right, prayerful, honest, obedient to His

law, and not to follow the devices and de-

sires of your own hearts. God has re-

vealed many things to you, and He will

reveal many more. He expects you to

abide His law, and those who do not want

to abide it, had better quit today, the

sooner the better, for God expects us to

do His will in all things. If we are Sev-

enties we have to go to the nations of the

earth. If we are members of the Twelve,

we have also to go to the nations and

preach the Gospel, or see that this work

is done. If we are Presidents of Stakes,

we must do our duty, draw nigh, to God,

and seek for the revelation of His will,


