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but by example also. You see them,

as Elders of the Church, willing to go

to the ends of the earth to preach the

Gospel abroad, or to devote their time

and talent to the education of the youth

at home. They are earnest, and sincere;

they live in the light of the Spirit, doubt-

ing not the principles of eternal truth.

They are not filled with doubt and ap-

prehension, but are full of faith and good

works. They desire to see the people

advance and prosper, securing temporal

wealth while seeking earnestly to obtain

the greater riches, the riches of eternity.

They are they who appreciate the au-

thority and power of the Priesthood, the

efficacy of prayer, through which the sick

are healed. To be worthy instruments in

the hands of God, to administer in His

name is more gratifying to them than are

the riches of the world.

During the short time I may speak I

desire to direct my remarks especially to

the young upon this point, for here as

elsewhere we are subject to laws produc-

ing constant changes. Today, the Latter-

day Saints are far more prosperous in

the things of this world than they were

a few years ago; and it is right and

proper they should be. The Lord de-

sires to bestow these things upon His

people. There is no harm in the posses-

sion of properly acquired riches; there

is no harm in wealth. God created the

riches of the earth; He created the abil-

ity of the mind, the intellect and faculties

of the man which enables him to accu-

mulate wealth. But the love of riches is

dangerous. Excessive love for the things

of time has led men in all ages to for-

get their God, and indulge themselves

in things wherein there is no profit.

This is what we, as individuals, and as

a whole people should avoid. Exces-

sive love of riches, an unnatural desire

to accumulate wealth at the sacrifice of

principle—and at the expense of God's

honest and deserving poor—produces a

gulf of separation over which preaching

can never throw a bridge. We should re-

alize that God being the Father of us all,

loves the humble and deserving poor as

much as He loves the rich who are alike

worthy. We should realize that all are

friends and brethren equally, if equally

worthy, able to approach the throne of

God.

I have heard expressions from some

young people recently to the effect that,

"The theory of the Gospel is all right,

and while it is beautiful, we cannot deny

the fact that even in Israel there is great

power in wealth." Of course there is.

There always has been and probably al-

ways will be, because the possession of

wealth produces power. We see this man-

ifested everywhere, in the history of ev-

ery nation; but when we contrast the

power of earthly wealth with that of eter-

nal riches, there can be no comparison,

the one being transitory, the other eter-

nal; the one is measured by time, the

other by eternity. A man may be true

and honest before the Lord, and yet be

rich in the things of this world. God

has had servants in time past who were

wealthy, and yet devoted as any could

be. Abraham, Job and David for in-

stance. It is true the subsequent fall

of the latter might be traceable, to an

extent, to indulgences and luxuries re-

sulting from his use of wealth. But

I contend the riches of the earth be-

long to the Lord, and He can bestow

them upon whom He pleases, and it will

be His good pleasure to bestow them

upon His people when they are in a

proper state to receive and use them


