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We always feel it our duty when

called upon to undertake any task which

may be imposed upon us by our brethren

in authority in the Church, no matter

how unexpected it may be to us, or how

much we may shrink from the duty we

are called upon to perform. Brother

Goss, who has just spoken to us, at the

call of the servant of God, went to his

native land to preach the Gospel. Every

other Elder in the Church holds himself

ready—that is, if he is in the line of his

duty—to respond to a similar call; also if

required to do so to officiate at home.

We have no paid ministry in this

Church, no hired clergy either to preach

at home or to go out as missionar-

ies; but every man in the Church who

has received a testimony of the truth,

and a portion of the Holy Priesthood—

which is generally diffused among the

male members of the Church—stands

ready to perform any duty in con-

nection with his calling in the min-

istry. I am called upon this after-

noon to speak to this congregation, and I

respond in this spirit, the spirit in which

our brethren go abroad to preach the

Gospel, or stay at home and preach it,

or go to some distant part of the Terri-

tory and help to colonize it, or to per-

form any other work that is necessary for

the general good, for the building up of

the Church of Christ, and for the benefit

of the people belonging to that Church

who have been gathered from various

nations.

It is supposed by a great many peo-

ple, that there is a spirit of tyranny

and oppression existing in this Church,

wielded by a few men, or concentrated

in one man who stands at the head,

by which the people are coerced into

certain lines of action. It is sup-

posed that our brethren who are called

upon at our conferences to go to vari-

ous parts of the world in the interest

of the Church, act under this compul-

sion. Now, this is a very great mis-

take. It seems difficult to convince peo-

ple who are not of our faith that there

is not some coercive power or organ-


