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ization among the Latter-day Saints by

which people are obliged to do this, that,

or the other. They have not learned the

secret of the power that exists in this

organization. They could find it out if

they would investigate, but it is very dif-

ficult indeed to get people who do not

believe as we do to look at this thing

with any degree of impartiality. They

are so prejudiced against it. They think

that it must be wrong to start with, and

hence do not look into it in the way they

should if they want to find out the truth.

Now, the spirit that actuates the Latter-

day Saints has been manifested in the

remarks of Brother Goss, who has just

returned from a mission to his native

land. He did not come to Utah to find out

if this thing called "Mormonism," was

true or not. He found that out in his

own native land. He heard the princi-

ples of the Gospel, and was led to believe

them, and believing them he was bap-

tized into the Church; hands were laid

upon him by the Elders, and he received

the Holy Ghost, which gave him a tes-

timony that the work was true. That is

what moves the people to come here from

all parts of the world. So with the Elders

who are called upon at conference, or at

other times by the presiding authorities

of the Church, and sustained by the vote

of the people, to perform any labor or

mission of a public character; they are

ready at once, and they start to do it will-

ingly and cheerfully—although some-

times they shrink very much from the

task before them—because they know

the call is right; they know they are

engaged in a great and glorious work;

they have a testimony within them-

selves that it is true, and that it has

come from God. They have a per-

fect assurance—a knowledge they call it.

Some people may dispute technically as

to whether it is knowledge or not, but

it is knowledge to them. They are as

sure that it is true, and that it is di-

vine, as that they are alive. That is

pretty near to knowledge if it is not ex-

act knowledge; and because of this they

are ready to perform any work at home,

or to take their grip-sacks in their hands

and start out abroad at their own ex-

pense. They receive no salary. They do

not expect to gain any earthly reward,

but they are of the firm conviction that

it is their bounden duty to help their fel-

low men to come to the same knowledge

as they have arrived at themselves. And

they are not only willing to do this, but

if it is a temporal labor that they are

called upon to perform, if they have the

spirit of their calling and duty, they are

just as willing to perform that temporal

duty as to act in a spiritual capacity. Are

they obliged to do this? No. They act

in the spirit of self-sacrifice, trying to do

good because they feel under obligation,

as servants of God, to do anything they

can to help build up this great latter-day

work, which God has commenced in the

earth.

Some people say they cannot under-

stand how it is that these Latter-day

Saints are so united, unless they are held

together by some secret bond or some

kind of tyranny. They cannot under-

stand how it is that when the leaders

of the people speak, the people are will-

ing to move in a body, with scarcely a

dissenting voice, unless it is that they

are terrorized or coerced by some power

that is not known on the outside. Now,

all the bondage and terrorism that ex-

ist in this church is the terrorism and

bondage—if such a thing can be—of con-

science. The Latter-day Saints not only

firmly believe in this work, but have re-


