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ceived a spiritual influence which has

given them an inward testimony or

knowledge that this work is of God. They

have no doubt, no dubiety, they know

it is true. Hence, when any movement

is necessary for the building up of the

great work of God, which they know to

be true, they feel it is their duty to re-

spond. That is all the bondage there is;

that is all the terrorism there is. We

have in this Church and in this Terri-

tory, perfect liberty. The Gospel is the

"perfect law of liberty;" but it is the lib-

erty which is confined to that which is

right. There is no true liberty outside

the bounds of wholesome law. When we

act outside the limits of proper law, and

claim that to be liberty, it is not liberty,

it is license, and it is injurious to the in-

dividual and to the mass. If this peo-

ple called Latter-day Saints obey any in-

structions that they may receive from

the brethren who are appointed to lead

them, they do so in the spirit of liberty.

They do not do it because they choose to

do it. They do it because they are willing

to do it. They do not perform the duty be-

cause they are obliged to do it, because of

any coercive power exercised over them,

or because they will be called upon to

submit to any penalty; but they do it

because they please to do it, and they

please to do it because it is right. I ad-

mit that sometimes they may do things

which seem at first to be irksome. They

could refuse; but they feel that if they do

refuse they will suffer loss. In what way?

Their religion teaches them that every

good thing that they do is bound to bring

its reward, and that every evil thing

which they do is sure to bring its pun-

ishment, either in this world or in the

world to come; that is, that sin inevitably

brings its penalty, and that right-

eousness certainly brings reward.

Therefore, if a Latter-day Saint is called

upon to perform anything in connection

with this which he feels it is his duty to

do, and he neglects that duty, he expects

at some time to be punished or suffer

loss for that neglect.

Our organization is a very glorious

one. It is a perfect organization—

perfect—because it is divine. It was not

made by man. It was not originated by

Joseph Smith, or by any of his associates.

It came down from above, direct from the

eternal worlds. It was not taken out of

the Bible. It was not taken out of the

Book of Mormon, or any other book, al-

though it is the same organization that

existed on the earth in previous ages,

brief accounts of which, in patches here

and there, may be found in the various

books which compose the Bible. But it

was not taken out of that book. God

Almighty revealed it. And the author-

ity which men exercise in the Church—

the authority of the Priesthood—did not

come out of the bosoms or brains of

men. It came by direct manifestation

from on high. Heavenly beings who

were once earthly beings, men who once

lived on the earth holding that author-

ity, and who passed away and have pro-

gressed (call it evolution if you please),

have come back to the earth, and or-

dained men to the same authority and

Priesthood which they held. These men

did not take this authority upon them-

selves from reading the last chapter of

Matthew and Mark, in which we read

that Jesus Christ sent out eleven men

and told them to go to all the world,

and preach the Gospel in His name. A

great many "Christian" ministers have

assumed the authority given to those

eleven men, and to no one else. Men who


