
gained all of this experience, learned to 
know the good from the evil, the light 
from the darkness, do you suppose that our 
Father in heaven would have sent us forth 
into the world, subjected us to all these 
tests and trials and temptations of sin, of 
sorrow, of misery, sickness, pain and death? 
I don’t.

To me this is a grand old world, and 
fulfills its destiny and purpose, the destiny 
and purpose of God our Heavenly Father, 
in bringing it forth and preparing it for the 
habitation of man, and bringing forth his 
children upon it. This world is not here 
by mere accident, it is not here because it 
merely happened so; but it was made with 
a destiny and purpose which it is answer-
ing most superbly in my estimation. It 
gives the people an opportunity of obtain-
ing tabernacles for their spirits to dwell in. 
This in and of itself is a great thing and a 
blessing, although some may act in such a 
manner that it would have been better for 
them, perhaps, never to have been born. 
Still it is a blessing to undergo tests, to pass 
through ordeals, to subject ourselves to 
the principles of truth and righteousness, 
rejecting the evil and receiving the good. 
Why, on natural principles a course of that 
kind is just as sure to exalt us in the scale of 
human existence and in the scale of future 
and eternal existence, as it is that we have 
an existence at all; whereas a course the re-
verse to purity, the ordinary course of sin 
and iniquity and transgression against the 
laws of God, is sure to debase, degrade, and 
to lead down to misery, sorrow and death. It 
is as natural as anything else—as natural as 
that we exist. These things bring their own 
rewards and their own punishments natu-
rally. Can a person avoid punishment? Yes.

How? By receiving and obeying the prin-
ciples of the Gospel and getting forgiveness 
of his sins, follies, weaknesses, imperfec-
tions, and wrongdoings, we can repent and 
turn away from the evil and do that which 
is good from henceforth, and the Lord 
will forgive us. We know better than any-
body else if we are forgiven. We will know 
whether we have turned away from our 
evils or not. If we have this testimony we 
may know that the Lord has forgiven us. It 
is so written in the Book of Doctrine and 
Covenants, that if a person wants to know 
whether the Lord has forgiven him, let him 
examine himself, and see that he has re-
pented with a repentance that needs not to 
be repeated over and over and over again. 
The evidence is the turning away from sin; 
that whereas we did that which was wrong, 
forsake it and do that which is right, and 
that we may know that the Lord has forgiv-
en us. In passing through the ordeals we are 
subject to in life, we must keep ourselves 
pure and unspotted from the contamina-
tions of the wicked and ungodly, and walk 
in the path of life, the path the Lord marks 
out for us to walk in. Our being here gives 
Him an opportunity of proving us, wheth-
er we will walk in His ways and do His 
works, or whether we will go our own way. 
After He has gotten unto Himself a people 
who will do His work, a people whom He 
has proved to be faithful and true and full 
of integrity, why, with such a people He 
can fulfill His words spoken through His 
servants centuries ago, that the kingdoms 
of this world shall become the Kingdom 
of our Lord and His Christ. Until He does 
obtain a people of this kind, He cannot 
consistently bestow this Kingdom.

Now, this work in which we are
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