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and leaves a feeling that it has not been

real and true enjoyment after all. There-

fore, everything that is worth having,

and that affords real enjoyment, comes

within the purview of my holy religion.

Latter-day Saints can pass their time

pleasantly in enjoyment of every kind, so

long as they will do without sin, never

forgetting God. Never do anything—it is

a pretty good rule to go by—but what you

can ask the blessing of God upon it to be-

gin with. Then it will bring peace, com-

fort and joy. So that I concluded on the

whole that there is just as much happi-

ness and pleasure in leading a religious

life—the life of a Latter-day Saint—as

there is in any other position in life that

a person may find himself in, I do not

care whether it is religious or irreligious.

Notwithstanding all the contumely,

and all the outpourings of wrath, and all

the difficulties with which the Latter-day

Saints have to contend, we can lift up our

hearts and rejoice, trusting in God that

all is right, feeling pretty comfortable as

we pass along in the present, and very

comfortable with regard to the rewards

that lie at the end of the race.

Let me assure you there is no other

religion that is worth living for, other

than the one we have espoused. All

the ordinances that they profess in the

sectarian world to perform are without

the authority of God, and mankind, the

world over, are just as well off without

them as they are with them. I design

to be sweeping in this—to include every-

thing of that nature. Not but what the

teaching of morality, of belief in God, of

belief in Jesus Christ, and all of these

things are good so far as they go; I do

not mean that; but I mean the ordinan-

ces that they perform; mankind is just

as well off and better off without them

than with them. Now, it may require a

little explanation as to how mankind are

better off without these ordinances. Man

is naturally a religious being. He has

something to satisfy. His heart craves

for something of a religious nature. He

feels there is some being to worship, or

some reverence due somewhere. Now,

any system that proposes to satisfy this

craving, which is not of God, and which

is not right, only deludes the individual

into a false theory and a false belief, and

at the same time partially satisfies this

craving for light, truth, and knowledge,

and for a reverence for some divine be-

ing. In this way, I say, the human fam-

ily are often deluded. It makes them so

satisfied, that they cease to seek for the

true light, and they are thus led astray.

Therefore it does injury. Man is better

without it than with it. If the principles

of the holy Gospel, if the Spirit of the

Lord had a clean sheet to write upon and

to make its impressions, it could make

its impressions quicker than it could do

if the slate had to be washed so as to

wipe out the marks already imprinted

thereon. Therefore it would be better

for mankind not to receive of this great

superstructure that has been reared in

the midst of the earth, under the name

of religious forms, ceremonies and ordi-

nances. The world would be better off to-

day, without it, than they are with it.

The whole system of Christianity is

a failure so far as stemming the tide

of wickedness and corruption is con-

cerned, or turning men from their evil

ways to living lives of righteousness be-

fore God our Heavenly Father. I would

rather preach the Gospel to a people who


