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The present favorable opportunity af-
fords us a proper occasion for gratitude,
and to think of and listen to those prin-
ciples which pertain to our salvation, to
our improvement, and our advancement
in the knowledge of the truth as it has
been revealed to us in this last dispensa-
tion.

The earnest and cordial exhortation
which we have just listened to is one
that appears to me very appropriate and
highly important for all faithful Saints to
consider. All matters which affect the in-
terest and well-being of the rising gener-
ation are to us of the deepest importance.
As we hope for the rising glory and the
triumph of the Kingdom of God in the
earth, so should we labor to educate our
children correctly in the fear of God,
and in the principles of the everlasting
Gospel. For it is righteousness that ex-
alteth a nation, while sin is a reproach
to any people. The Lord our God will

make His deliverance manifest, and the
exercise of His power, less or more to His
people in proportion as His people in-
cline less or more to draw near to Him,
and to learn His holy will.

If the Saints would make it their first
and leading purpose in all the labors and
duties of their lives to draw near to God,
to sanctify themselves, sanctify their in-
heritance, their families, their habita-
tions, their houses and lands, their flocks
and herds; if every man in Israel who
is the head of a family, and the posses-
sor of property, made it his business to
sanctify himself, and all that he has in-
fluence over unto the service of God and
the building up of His Kingdom, mak-
ing that the leading matter of his life, we
should find ourselves progressing much
more rapidly in the way of righteousness
and power of truth before the Lord.

We are making advancement by



