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counsel together, and walked unto the

house of God in company." Well, it seems

a good deal the same way, when we see

men who are Elders in Israel, partak-

ers of the holy, High Priesthood, striv-

ing to urge the sale of liquors, and to

promote drunkenness in our midst. It

seems intolerable. How long shall we

continue to bestow the fellowship and

patronage of the brotherhood in promo-

tion of these evils? I would exhort the

brethren to be reminded, however, that

there is one remedy, one way that we

can ward off this mischief from being ex-

tended and promulgated among us; it is

to let it alone and stay from those places.

Although there may be grog shops, and

billiard saloons in your midst, contrary

to your wishes and contrary to your feel-

ings, and which you would prefer might

never exist among you—they have the

liberty, they have not the right—still we

have the reserved right to let them alone;

we need not patronize them, nor partake

of their poisonous draughts, nor gam-

ble in any of their saloons. We are not

obliged to get down into their low-lived

habits. Although we may have to put up

with these things in the sight of our eyes

and the hearing of our ears, and have the

peace of our streets perhaps disturbed by

the cries of the drunken, and by the noise

of the lewd, yet we are not obliged to par-

take of them. And this is one of the rea-

sons why the exhortation of Elder Teas-

dale is so appropriate and timely; you

want your children educated in that way,

that when they are grown up they will

abhor these places, and touch not, taste

not, nor handle the unclean thing. And

we ourselves want to work against the

appetites which are inbred in many of

us. I am not asleep to, nor unaware of

the fact that many of us coming from the

world have brought with us a deep crav-

ing for spirituous liquors, and for other

things which are not good for us, but

which we may have dabbled in to gratify

a wicked appetite. Parents afflicted with

these propensities ought to take warn-

ing not to breed them into the natures

of their children, and if possibly they

have done so, to use diligence to preserve

them from being thrown in the way of

temptation until they come to years of

understanding, judgment and firmness

of purpose, which will enable them to

practice self-denial, and live as men of

God. These are matters that need to be

looked after. They are features in the

society of the Saints which ought to be

considered, and no less but more because

you are here, as it were, under the very

shadow of the Temple; and are the people

who have so abundantly contributed to

the construction of this house; they want

now to preserve themselves in purity be-

fore God, that they may be counted wor-

thy to enter within its walls, and there

receive all the blessings which are to be

bestowed upon the just. We need this.

It is a sentiment that should pervade all

the authorities of the Church from the

First Presidency down to the President

of your Stake, the High Councilors and

the Bishops of your Wards, and all the

lesser priesthood—all should be inbred

with this feeling.

We have had a time of peace, a time

of great prosperity, a time when the

Lord has so far preserved to us our lo-

cal government and our rights here in

the land. He having thus manifested His

kindness to us, in this way, we ought

to draw nearer to Him, and seek to es-

tablish the righteousness of God on the

earth. I would, therefore, this morn-

ing, remind every Elder, Priest, Teacher,


